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The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: A very short éxplanation will
sufiice to satisfy members that the amend-
ment should be agreed to.

Mr. Marshall I do not know why the
Minister did not notice this error when the
Bill was in Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOQV-
ERNMENT: This amendment is brought
in consequence of a point raised by
the member for Roebourne, which I
vndertook to have looked into, as to
whether if this elanse were not limited
to Subsection (1)} of the Aect, it would
be possible for the driver of a tram
to be asked to produee his license. T ex-
pressed the opinion that as under the Traffie
Act no license was required by a tram-driver
he eonld not be asked to produce it. On
submitting the point to the Crown Law De-
partment T was advised that that was the
proper legal rendering of the maiter, but in
order to place the point beyond all possnb]e
doubt, it was desirable to insert the words
included in this amendment. For that rea-
son they were inserted by another place. I
move— :

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

House adjourned ot 10.37 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

ASBENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read potifying assent to the Western
Australian Trotting Association Aet Amend-
ment Bill,

QUESTION.

FREMANTLE DOCK.
As to Recommendation by Mr. Tydeman.
Hon. B, M. DAVIES (on notice} asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has Mr. Tydeman yet made any re-
commendation regarding the establishment
of a dock at Fremantle?

(2) If not, will the Minister arrange for
him to do so?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

BILLS (6)—THIRD READING.
1, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment (No. 1},
Retarned to the Assembly with amend-
ments,

2, Milk Act Amendment,
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3, Main Ronds Act (Funds Appropria-

tion).

4, Road Distriets Ae¢t Amendment (No,
1).

5, Western Australian Bush Nursing

Trust Act Amendment.

G, Law Reform {Contributory Negligence
and Tortfeasors’ Contribution).

Pagsed.

- ER

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read mnotifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendment.

)}

BILL SUPPLY (No. 2), £3,100,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, re-
solved :

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to emable a Supply

Bill to pags threugh all stages at the one
sitting.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[4.42]) in moving the second reading said:
This is the second Supply Bill submitted this
session and it seeks further Supply pending
the passing of the Estimates and the Appro-
priation Bill. Supply granted by the pre-
vions Bill amounted to £2,700,000, made np
as follows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue 2,260,000
General Loan Fund 200,000
Advance to Treasurer 300,000
£2,700,000

Under the anthority granted by that Bill
the expenditure for the firsi three months
of this financial year, that is, to the 30th
September, 1847, was £2,904,198. The pre-
sent Bill secks to obtain addifional Supply
to the extent of £3,100,000 made up as
follows :—

£
Consolidated Revenue 2,500,000
General Loan Fuand 600,000
PRSI, N

£3,100,000

This should meet the situation until snch

time as the Appropriation Bill has been
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passed. The tota] expenditure for the three
months ended the 30th September, 1947, was
£4,123,667, made up as follows:—

£
Speeial Aets 1,219,469
Governmental . 1,326,705
Public Utilitieg .. 1,577,493
£4.123 667

Interest and sinking fund payments are in-
cluded under the item “Special Acts” and
totalied £1,008,564.

Revenue for the three months amounted
to £3,771,266, resulting in a defieit of
£352,401. Kevenue was made up as fol-
lows:—

. £
Taxation . 976,179
Territorial . 206,817
Law Courts 20,657
Departmental 454,945
Royal Mint e 11,761
Commonwealth Gran 428,609
Publie Utilities 1,668,435
Trading Concerns 2,863

£3,771,266

The general resumption of peace-time ae-
fivities, allied to increased costs due to basic
wage adjustments, higher charges for
materials and the commencement of a con-
siderable amount of deferred work, has
caused expenditure to rise. I have pleasure
in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. 6. TRABER (West) [445]): In
speaking to the Bill, I wish to say at the
outset that I have no intention whatever of
attempting to withhold Supply in & way
similar to what was done in Victoria, be-
cause on that partienlar question I hold
very strong views that this Chamber shounld
not interfere with the financial poliey of the
Government of the day. Therefore, it is
not my desire to do anything to hold up
Supply. T desire to speak on the measure,
however, because I want to draw attention
fo what I consider is a very urgeni prob-
lem, one that is agitating the public mind
of this State and one that so far is not near
a solution. The partieular gubject to whieh
I refer is housing. I do not propose to
deal with all angles of that question, but
merely at the early stages fo make one or
two references to the granting of permits
to civilians, On that point I wish to quote
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a statement that was made by the Deputy
Premier when delivering his Policy Speech.

Here I may mention that some time ago
I asked a question on this particular sub-
jeet and inadvertently said “the Premier in
his Policy Speech” whereas I should have
said “the Deputy Premier.” The answer
to the question was that no promise of this
deseription had been made by the Premier.
That is quite correct; bot I wunderstand
that both the Premier and the Deputy Pre-
mirr when delivering their Policy Speeches
were in collaboration with each other, and
in effect, what one said the other would
stand hy. I was therefore technically
wrung in the question that 1 asked; it was
the Deputy Premier who made the state-
ment, which was “Relaxation of permits to
enable voung married couples to get a
home,” I helieve the Deputy Premier in
his specch also mentioned they would get
the permit provided they ecould show
urgent need, °

I asked he question because of the faet
that T had not known of any two-unit
family in Fremontle who had reeeived o
permit, notwithstanding the faet that quile
a large number had applied; and they
coutld prove what the Depuiy Premier
suil would he taken into consideration
—hurdship. 1 have bad cases brought
to my nolice that I am prepared to
allow to be examined and compared
with those cases in which persons may
hdve got permits. I ask, quile reasonably,
that some considerstion should be extended
to the applicants in the Fremantle area. I
know of one man who served in the Middle
Fast, blazed the okoda Trail, returned to
the State and married. The only place he
conld take his wife to was an enclosed
verundah at his parents’ home, e has
hoon refused a permit.

1 know of no other case where the eir-
enmstances are similar, nor do I know of
a worse case. Yet we find the Govern-
ment, oven at this early stage in its his-
tory, not standing up to its promises. I
can quote other cases of two-unit families
suffering this hardship; but, as I mentioned
earlier, 1 do net intend to deal theroughly
with the civilian side, I will let this phase
=0 with the mention of that one particular
ease. During the election campaign, we
were also promised by hoth the Premier
and the Deputy Premier that there would
be a speeding up in the matter of housing.

[COUNCIL.]

These are the words of the Premier's Policy
Speech at Pinjarra—

Housing to be speeded up. An opportunity
to be afforded every family to own a home.

At the time the Government took over, the
position in regard to the issue of permits
for timber-framed asbestos houses—and
that operated nntil two or three months
ago—was that when an applieant was ap-
proved for a permit, he was asked to snhb-
mit his plans and specifications and, on re-
ceipt of them, and their being checked by
the quantities officer, a permit was issued,
‘But what is the position today? Within
the last couple of months we find that an
applicant, approved after examination by
the inspeetors, has to wait approximately
eight months to get his permit for a tim-
ber-framed house, In dealing witk that
phase, I have a letter which was received
by u person who was approved on the 6th
August last. Tp to a few days prior to
that time, the supplying of plans and speci-
fieationa was the only hold-up of the per-
mit.

Let members say what ianterpretation
they would put on these words contained
in a letter dated the 19th August, and ad-
dressed to a man who received his pre-
liminary permit on the Gth August—**Your
application to build has been approved for
issne in Oectober.”” Naturally, that person
thought, as would anyone else, that he
would receive his permit in October. Tt
did not come along, so I made investiga-
tions and discovered that, if everything
zoes all right between now and then, hel
will receive his permit next March—ap-
proximately eight months from the time of
receiving the preliminary approval. T counld
quote other such cases, but I have particu-
larly mentioned this one to show that the
Government, instead of improving the hous-
ing position, has slipped badly. In the last
three months the position has deteriorated
so that, instead of a permit being issued
immediately on réceipt of plans and speei-
fications, there is now a wait of eight
months. The position in regard to brick
permits is worse. A person who today pets
on the priority list for a brick home will
not receive a permit until more than 12
months have elapsed. That is the achieve-
ment of a Government which got on to the
Treasury beneh because, in a large measure,
of its promises to handle the housing posi-
tion.
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Another phase T wish to deal with, and
he one I rose,mainly to speak about, is in
wonnection with the Commonwealth-State
wusing rental scheme, I remind members
hat & few weeks ago a photograph, show-
ng the eeremony of the handing over of
he key for the thousandth house huilt, ap-
wared in “The West Aunstralian.,” My com-
nent on that is that I have never seen such
rolitica] efirontery in this State! I have no
hjection to the Premier's handing over the
ey, but [ searched the photo and the
peeches made at the time, and in no ease
ould T find any reference to the peopls
esponsible for the building of that home.
\s a matter of fact, not one home
f the *thousand was huilt as a result
4 o tender or |contract ‘signed by
he present Administration. I have geen
aany  political aetions in  this State,
ut never a greater example of ab-
orhing the reflected glory of someone else's
chievements than that. ’

But what made it worse—I might have
orgiven the Government for that phase—
'as that whoever was in charge of the ar-
angements for the funetion did not have
1e deeency to send an invitation fo any
1ember of the Government responsible for
igning the contract for the building of that
housandth home. Of coprse, the Govern-
ient will net get away with that sort of
ting without some publicity, I hope no
urther incildents of that kind will ceeur in
1e political life of this State. T quife agree
1t the (lovernment is entitled to get, if it
an, eredit, but not te do 5o in that manner.

One aspeet of the Commonwealth-State
ntnl scheme 1 want to deal with is that
[ the people who " have been placed in
mps or converted Army huts at Melville,
un Park, Mosman Park and, 1 believe,
puth Guildford. The idea, when those eamps
ere decided upon, was that they were to
» staging c¢amps; the people were to he
laced in them whilst awaiting the building
* Commanwealth-State homes.  But what
» we find? Some of these people have al-
ady been there for 18 months or two years,
1d the likelihood is that they will be there
wmany years to come.  But, at the same
me, prople who have never at any period
en "in these camps are heing  allotted
mes, It is not a case of first come, first
rved. The accommodation of people must
» pretty bad before they are allotted a
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house by the Commission. The decent thing
would be te give some of the people in these
cainps the opportunity {o own a home in-
stead of having to remain in a staging eamp
for many years.

When we remember that the Government
is allotting four homes a month to the
pecple in these camps, and when we take
into aceount that there are 130 families at
Melville, 16 at Gun Park and 20 at Mosman
Park—lesving out South Guildford or any
others that might be established—we ean
realisp how long some of these people will
remain where they ave. The Government
should give greater assistance to those' whomn
they have placed in tamps, supposedly tem-
poratily. The number of allocations should
be greatly increased. If there are other
applicants for homes, they shounld get the
same ftreatment that the people already in
the camps receive. I admit there are pos-
sibly some whom we would not pat into any
new home, but they are the exeeption and
not the rule. So I plead with the Govern-
ment to gmive greater consideration to the
pepple who, unfortunately, have to live in
these converted camps, so that they may
have n chance to ohtnin a home built under
the Commonwenlth-State rental scheme.
With approximately 160 fomilies waiting
for homes the construction of four houses
a month is altogether ioo low a rate, ang
witlrout further delay that nomber should
he increased.

I referred fo the Commonwealth-State
rental housing scheme, Whilst I may be ae-
cused of being parochial I desire to deal
particularly with the position in the Fre.
mantle area. Aceording to answers supplied
to me hv the Minister for Mines, in ¥re-
mantle there are 630 applicants under the
Commonwenlth-State rental scheme. I will
quote some of the eases that have been put
before the Gavernment cases in which appli-
cations have been lodged for several months.
These are instances that have come under
my personal notice, There is o man, his
wife and three children living in a house
that was condemned on the 4th July. The
condemnation order was fo take effect on
the 17th September. In order that these
people might not be thrown out I had to go
cap n hand to the distriet health officer and
ask that the order be not enforced, What
& ridiculous position it is that a member
of Parliament should have tg go to a health
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authority and ask that certain people should
not be evieted!

The Minister for Mines:
authority?

Hon. G. FRASER: The health authority
of the loecal governing body, Had /the order
been executed on the 17th September the
tenant and owner. would have been liable
te a penalty. In order to give the Govern-
ment an opportunity to do something for
these people I asked the local authority to
extend the time for the exeeution of the
order. Then there is the case of the man,
his wife and 10 children, living in a home
that was condemned on the 15th May. These
people are stil] living on fhe premises. The
same circamstances apply there as applied
in the other case, There is another instance
of six adults living in a place that was con-
demned on the 23rd March, A further case
is that of & man, his wife and five children
living in quarters which eonsist of a kitehen,
ona room and a back verandah. That place
will be condemmned immediately the family
moves out. There is another case of two
{ainiiies living in & four-roomed house. There
are four adults and six children and in ome
room two adults and five children are sleep-
ing. A condemnation order will be issued
when these people move out, but the local
authorities are holding their hand in view
of the drastie position.

TWhat health

Another case is that of a man, his
wife and five children living in a con-
demned bakehouse.  These people have
received no consideration whatever. They
hold a No. 1 priority, but of what
use is that, when nothing is done? There
is another case of a family that could not
be accommodated in the Fremantle area. I
refer to a wife and three children living at
Rockingham while the husband obtained a
room in the area in which he works, so that
he was able to go home at the week-end.
He was evicted from the room he oeccupied
because it was required by the people in the
honse, Eventually he obtained accommoda-
tion at Coogee in a'lean-to where he is hous-
ing hig wife and children. No water is laid
on s0 that water has to be carried to the
premises. Another case is that of a man
living at Rockingham. He has been able
to house his family there, but he has to ride
& push-bike for 21 miles to North Fremantle
and back again each day. He bas a No. 1
priority but that is no use to him. I do net
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desire to weary members by quoting to
many eases,

Hon,'C. B. Williams: Keep going; yo
are up for election soon.

Hon. G, FRASER: I could quote mun
more cages. I am not doing this for an
politieal move, but T have reached the poin
when I am out of patience because nothin
is being done. T have beld my hand for si
months to give the Government a chance t
do somelflting. Up to date, I think I hav
been fair in my ecriticism,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why did you ne¢
start when your people were in power?

Hon. @, FRASER: Our people were bus
doing something. Then there is the wase o
a man, his wife and three girls aged 1f
17 and 19. These people are living abov
business premises. Underneath them is .
printing establishment in which machine
are working all day. Alongside them ar
some Ppeople who are renting a room am
whose occupation eauses them to work earl
in the morning. The family I refer t
is living in quarters in which there are n
windows and the only ventilation is throng:
a ventilator, One room is oceupied by ik
three girls, and has to be used for the took
ing that is required for the whole family
There is no fireplace and there is no stove
so the eooking has to be dome on a spiri
stove. Because it is an industrial area ther
are many rats about, and it is not unusua
‘for rodents to be scen about the premises
I have instaneced a few cases I knov
of that have been held up pending some
thing being done under the Commonwealth
State Housing Scheme. This is my answe
to Mr, Bolton. ‘I have waited six month
for the present Government to do some
thing.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You waited longe
than that for your own Government to d
something.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the hon. membe
will be patient D will tell him,

Hon. L. B. Bolton:
patience with you.

Hon, G. FRASER: The hon. member i
like the bad wheelwright; he puts his spok
in at the wrong place.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I understand he s ¢
good one.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

I have not muel
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Hon. G. FRASER: As I say, I waited
six months, the period during which the
(iovernment has been in office. Notwith-
standing there are 630 applicants under the
Commonwenlth-State Housing Scheme, not
one contract had been signed for the build-
ing of a home in the Fremantle area until
a couple of weeks ago. That is the com-
plaint I have against the Government. If
it were doing something I would be satis-
fied, but it made no attempt to do anything
until & fortnight ago. I could go on quot-
ing numbers of cases similar to those I have
mentioned.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is it a faet that con-
tractors will not tender for work in Fre-
mantle?

Hen, G. FRASER: I will deal with that.
My charge is that the Government hag been
eallous coneerning the hardships of the Fre-
mantle people in connection with the Com-
monwenlth-State rental scheme.  Quite
enough serious cases have ocemrred to war-
rant the Government taking immediate ac-
tion, TUntil a fortnight ago not one con-
tract had been signed, The fact is that
builders did not fender.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: There you are.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
may be satisfied, but I am not. Notwith-
standing all these cases of hardship four
months clapsed before the Government
called for tenders. When the tenders did
arrive, all that came in were two in num-
ber, and the cost of building was approxi-
mately 36 per cent. higher than in the case
of coniraets signed by the Labour Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Whom do you blame
for that?

Hon. 3. FRASER: The (overnment
issued a Policy Speech and blamed the Lab-
our Government for the present costs. I
will throw that back on the Government and
say that it has done nothing to keep eosts
in hand or to cut them down.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You cannot get away
with that.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Government
would not aceept the tenders that eame in
and ‘made no effort to go on with the work
of building homes. If sat down and did no-
thing until it felt the effect of the pressure,
brought to bear principally by Fremantle
members, on the question and only a fort-
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night ago arranged for contracts for the
building of 20 homes at Hilton Park. That
was six weeks or so after it had refused
the previcus tenders,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Were the new con-
tracts satisfactory?

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 understand so. As
I say, six weeks clapsed between one lot
of tenders and the other, and the second lot
only came along because of the continunal
pressure that was brought to bear upon the
Government. Suppose the Government had
not made these contracts for these 20
homes, would it have done anything of its
own volition?

The Minister for Mines: It would have
built the homes itself, as the previous Gov-
ernment did.

Hon. G. FRASER: Tt is time the Gov-
ernment did boild homes. If it is able to!
build them in South Perth and other parts
of the metropolitan area, why could not the
sime thing be done in Fremantle? If
prices arve foo high, why does not the Gov-
ernment do the work itself?

TheyMinister for Mines: The Govern-
ment iy building a great many homes in
your province.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am talking about
the Fremantle area. There are contraects
for 45 houses to be buill in the coming
months in the Mosman Park area, In the
Fremantle area until two weeks ago not one
contract had been signed; now contracts for
20 hounses have been made. Is the Govern-
men} satisfied to build 20 honses when there
are 630 applicants? It is time that it got
into aetion instead of waiting for pressure
to be brought to bear upon it. How long
will these people have to put up with this
sort of thing? We wounld ba content if the
(Government did something, but my com-
plaint is that it has done practieally:
nothing. For six months it certainly did
nothing and now it is erecting 20 houses, a
number thet is altogether insufficient, What
about those people who are still living in
camps? The Government has shown a ecal-

lous disregard for them and others simi-

larly situated. I have given evidence of
that neglect, and I leave it to the Minister
to prove that what I have stated is wrong,
if he can do so. I challenge him to prove
that I am wrong and will listen very clogely
to what he has to say. T hope he will tell
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me that it is the intention of the Government
to do something immediately and definitely
for the people in the Fremantle area, to re-
lieve the condition of suffering that is in
evidenee.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The answer given to
that by your Government would have been
that it would not disclose ils poliey.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Labour Govern-
ment did build places in the Fremantle
urea, and at Hilton Park and Mosman
Park. It put up o number of houses in the
first 18 months after the war was over, not-
withstanding the shortage of materials.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You are missing the
spoon-feeding you were getting.

Hon. G, FRASER: We were not spoon-
fed. We do not ask for consideration above
what is extended to other distriets, but we
do want rearonable consideration. If the
hon. member knows so much about the sub-
jeet, T invite him to follow me and show
where I am wrong, or explain that the
Lahour Government did not build homes in
that avea, or point out where it gave greater
consideration to building homes in that area.
All T gm asking is & fairdeal for the
people in my distriet. U'p to date they have
not received one.

Hon, W. J. Mann: They do not always
give it to other people.

Hon. G. FRASER: T hope that in future
we shall be granted a little more considera-
lien in this dircetion,

HON. €. ¢. LATHAM (East) [5.16]:
Tt is with some temerity that I offer on the
Supply Bill the remarks T have in mind he-
cause the Leader of the House has already
told us that the first three menths’ financial
oprrations show a substantial ‘defieit. Con-
sequently, I feel somewhat doubtful whether
the remarks I intend to make will be popu-
lar. I wish to refer members to the allow-
ance made to the Lieut.-Governor of fhis
State. T have before me the statute passed
in 1889 under which the salary was set ont.
Under the Constitution Aet, the salary speci-
fied for the Governor is £4,000 & year; for
his private seeretary £300; for the Clerk of
the Executive Council £250; for the Chief
Justice £1,200, and for a Puisne Judge £300,
while the five Ministerial salovies are set
down as a total of £3,200. I have no ob-
jection to the present salaries paid and
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shown on the Fstimates, but since 1889 ihe
Governor’s salary has remained at £4,000.
His private secretary will reccive an in-
crease on the £300, although that sum was
pald until this year, when jt wu«. proposed to
increase it by £50,

Hon. L. B, Bolton: Is not the Governor's
salary free of tazation?

Hon, €. C, LATHAM : It always has been;
there has been no alteration in that vespect.
The position of Clerk of the Executive Coun-
cil was evidently a separate one in those
days. The salary of the Chief Justice has
been inereased from £1,200 to £3,200 and
that of the Puisne judges from £900 to
£2,000. There are now eight Ministerial
galaries for which £8,200 is provided as com-
pared with five Ministerial salaries formerly’
for which £3,200 was provided.

The value of money has changed greatly
since those early years, Recently a Governor-
Greneral was appointed in the Commonwealth
sphere at a salary of £10,000, and I sup-
pose his duties are ne more onerous than
are those of the Governor of this State.
The Licut.-Governor bas ocenpied that posi-
tion for at least 14 years at a salary of
£2,000 a year, and it is about time considera-
tion was given to inereasing the amount.
We are not so poverty stricken as to be un-
able to pay the King’s representative a de-
cent salary, and that is the way to look at
the matter. I hope the Government will give
the question scrious eonsideration. I do not
know why we ghould have had a Lieut.-
Governor in that position for so long.

Hon, W. J, Mann: Hear, hear!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: It is high time
the position was filled by a Governor. Whe-
ther the present oceupant be promoted to
full Governorship is a matter for the
Government to decide. The Lient.-Gov-
ernor has served the country extremely well
in the years gone by. He has done a fine
job for this State, and T do not believe that
anyhody would begrudge him a higher salary
for the remaining portion of the term that

- he might spend in that position. I direet at-

tention to the faet that the value of the
pound in 1889 was out of all proportion to
its value and now has probably depreciated
at least 60 per cent.

The Minister might reply that after my
having complained ahout the increase in the
deficit, I should not have raised this issue,



(22 OcroBer, 1947.]

T propose to tell him how he eam save the
money that could be utilised for this pur-
pose.  Turning to the Kstimates for the
current year, I find on page 62 that pro-
vision is made for a sum of £2975 for the
Licensing Coitrt. I think these positions
could easily be abolished and that we eould
well revert to the practice of years ago when
a police magistrate and local justices de-
termined the licenscs.

Hon, E. H, Gray: That system was not
very satisfactory.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: T believe it was ex-
tremely satisfactory, I never heard any
complaints about jt, and T am not too satis-
fied with the policy at present being adopted
by the Licensing Court. .The court is now
issning licenses to elubs in very small
‘conntry towns, towns that find it difficult
te maintain a decent hotel. Western Aus-
tralia has had a fairly good reputation for
the standard of its country hotels. Generally
speaking, they are moderately good.s The
cost of maintaining the house side of a hotel
is frequently met by some of the profits
from the bar trade, and when licenses for
clubs are issued in towns having a popula-
tion of only 150, the deterioration that oe-
eurs in the hotel must be very great. If we
are going to have community hotels, such
as are advocated by some people, T eannot

see why the Licensing Court should issne

licenses to clubs in the same town. They
are purely places where people assemble
simply for the purpose of drinking, whereas
under the Licensing Aet that was not the
intention, which was that sporting bodies
and such like organisations shounld he per-
mitted to obtain g license for the benefit of
their members,

For a long time I have felt that the poliec
do the main work of the Licensing Court.
This is well known, The police make ail
the veports necessary, though sometimes
members of the court travel around the
country. Their visits, however, ave heralded
ahead of their arrival, and if any eomplaints
ave likely to be made, they are remedied
before the members of the eourf arrive there.

In this State there have been instances
of hotel licensees being compelled by the
Licensing Court to instal a sepiic system,
desnite the fact that there was no perman-
ent water supply.  This shows what little
knowledge members of the court have of
conditions in country districts. In some
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places water has had to be carted in ovder
to be available for flushing the pans. 1t
is of no use arguing that the administra-
tion of the court js perfect; it is not. We
could very well do away with it and use the
magistrafes, men trained in the law, wha
with the aid of loeal justives, could carry
on as satisfactorily as in former years.
There was never much complaint against
their decisions. They would exercise eom-
monsense, and not much commonsgnse s
needed to realise that in a town where there
is no permanent water supply, water has
to be earted by rail during the summer
months. T may say the present members
of the Licensing Court were not responsible
for that decision but it was a cowrt cstab-
lished under the existing Aect that ordered .
such work io be done.

If I pernsed the Estimates carefully, L
think I eonld show the Government where
it would be possible to save a considerablo
sum of money and at least make a fairer
adjustment of the revenue than there is at
present, along the lines I have suggested. I
have no complaint beyond urging that the
time has amived when the Government
should review the salary paid to the Govéy-
nor. Every member will agree that if the
salary £4,000 was reasonable originally, it
is not reusonable today. T .trmst that the
Leader of the House will draw the attention
of the Treasurer to the fact that at least
one member of this House fecls that we
ought to do justice to the King’s represent-
ative in this State. " It is impossible, unless
the oceupant of the offiece has considerable
wealth of his own, to maintain the position
as it should be maintained and make ends
meet on the smaill allowance granted to him.

HON. J. A, DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.26]: T had no intention of
speaking on this Bill, but T feel that T must
take up the challenge thrown out by M.
Fraser. We can all sympathise with those
people whose unfortunate state he so
dramatically deseribed. We all come across
similar instances, and we are all paying fre-
fuent visits to the Housing Commission in
our endeavours to get the difficulties of those
people alleviated.

The hon. member, however, made some
very unplensing references to the attitude
of the Premier at the eeremony of the hand-
ing over of the 1,000th house to its occupant.
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1 was present at that gathering and heard
every word the Premier uttered. He took
great pains to explain to the assembled
people that neither he nor his Government
claimed the credit for the many houses that
had ‘been built. Mr. Fraser has been a mem-
ber of Parliament for many years and has
beent in publie life for a longer period and
has made hundreds of speeches, and I sup-
poso that if he scarched the files of “The
West Australian,” he would find that on
hundreds of oceasions his utterances both in
the House and outside had been ignored.
Therefore, it is not surprising that a speech
of probably a quarter of an hour’s duration
that the Premier chose to make on that oc-
casion was not fully reported, but I can
assure Mr. Fraser that the Premier paid a
tribute to his predecessors and gave them
full eredit for the large part they had played
in bringing about the ceremony of that day.
1 venture to ‘suggest that tomorrow morn-
ing’s issue of the newspaper will not reveal
any lengthy report of the dramatie speech
the hon, member has deliverzd here today. 1
support the second reading of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker-Metropolitan Suburban—in
reply) [5.29]: T listened intently to the re-
marks of Mr. Fraser,. who made out a verv
good case so far as he went, but he did
not go far enough. He did not tell the
Housa of the deplorable conditions that
existed when the present Government took
office. Nor did he explain that not until we
took over were we aware that the condi-
tions were so deplorable. Every effort has
been made to improve the housing of the
people; an extraordinary amount of work
has been done and a very great improvement
has been brought about in the housing posi-
tion. I venture to say that, in the near
fature, an even greater improvement will
be evident.

il
Hon. E. M. Davies: You want to hurry
up around the Fremantle distriet!

~The MINISTER FOR MINES: T will
tell members something about the Fremattle
distriet. Mr. Fraser, who represents the
West Provinee, of which Fremantle is a
part, spoke of the eallousness of this Gov-
ernment. He told us of the callousness of
the health inspectors of the Fremantle dis-
triet in condemning houses over people’s

[COUNCIL.]

heads when they had nowhere to go. T,
myself, addressed the health inspectors and
asked them not to condemn houses, because
of the shoeking state of affairs in the Fre-
mantle district. The hon. member told us
that the health inspectors were so eallous
that they were condemning houses, and
putting people out in the streets.

Hon. G. Fraser: I did not say that they
were pufting them out in the streets.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
pleased indeed fo hear that remark, be-
cause that was the inference to be drbwn
from the hon. member’s statement. Per-
haps his other remarks will bear the same
analogy. Let me tell members about the
housing position. I do not want to go into
all the details, because it would take too
long. The Government hopes to make an
announcement very shortly about ecertain
improvements. I do not intend to make any
statement now; because I did not know the
hon. member was going fo speak as he did
and I like to have my facts as nearly cor-
rect as possible, The hon. member spoke
of people waiting for permits for eight
months, but obviously he overlooked the
fact that there are many more applicants
now than there were a little while ago.
Servicemen are refurning to eivil life and
getting married, and they want homes; and
younger people are growing up and alse
require aceommodation. It is not the num-
ber of applicants but the number of houses
being erected that should be considered.

Hon J. A. Dimmitt: Hear, hear!

Hon. G, Fraser: If that is the test, there
are none in the Fremantle area.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
mention in & moment what has happened in
the Fremantle area. Here are some figures
relating to houses. For the quarter ended
September 1946, 364 houses were finished;
for the quarter ended December 1946, the
number was 447; and for the quarter ended
Marech 1947, it was 410. It may be re-
membered that that was when there was
a change of Government. For the quartes
ended June 1947, the houses finished num.
bered 480. For the month of July the
figure was 226; and for August, 213. 8o
for July and August 449 houses were built.
The figures for September are not available,

Hon. G. Fraser: Does that refer to Com-
monwealth-State homes that I dealt with,
or ordinary civilian applications?
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The MENISTER FOR MINES: They are
houses. We do not care two straws under
what system they are built so long as the
people are housed.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yoo will not give any
consideration to those who eannot pay.

The PRESIDENT. Will the Minister
please resume his seat? I would like to
draw the attention of the hon. member to
the fact that while he was speaking the
Minister observed silence. I hope the hon.
member will extend the Minister the same
consideration.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes, if the Minister will
deal with the points I raised and not with
other matters.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.

member asks me to deal with the points he’

raised. I am not the Minister for Housing.
I eannot remember details and have no op-
portunity of getting them, because it is
necessary for this Bill to pass through all
stages today and I regret, therefore, that
I am unable to ask for an adjournment.
With regard to Fremantie, the position has
been very diffiehlt. At Hilton Park 37
houses were completed, after which the eon-
tractor, who had been offered further work,
indicated his inability to undertake it.
Tenders were called again in August last
for a further 20 timber-framed homes, and
prices received were higher than for simi-
lar types in brick.  Negotiations subse-
ruently opened with builders resulted in
contracts for seven timber-framed houses
and 12 brick houses in the distriet, all of
which will be eommenced immediately. The
Commission is calling for further tenders,
which are now being advertised, for an-
other hatch of 20 timber-framed houses in
individual units or for groups of any num-
Sher, and the Town Clerk of Fremantle will
endeavour to interest loeal builders, When
the difficulty of obtaining tenders for group
construetion became apparent, the Commis-
sion cirenlariseds all Fremantle applieants
under the freehold and leasehold provisions
of the Act—many of whom had their appli-
cations recorded for years—with a view to
seeing whether hardship was apparent, The
living conditions of those still desiring to
build are being investigated. Speeial ap-
proval will be given for them to proceed if
the need is established. I would like mem-
bers to understand that when a person bas
had an applieation submitted for many
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months and the times comes for him to ob-
tain his permit, it sometimes hapypens that he
is then in a very much better position than
originally, and therefore he would be re-
fused a permit hecause the need of some-
body else was greater than his.

Hon. G. Fraser: On a point of order, Mr.
President, the Minister is dealing with appli-
cations for workers' homes, which is an en-
tirely different thing from the matter dis-
cussed earlier.

The PRESIDENT: That is not a point
of order, The Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
dealing with housing. )

Hon, G, Fraser: You are dealing with
workers’ homes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 am
dealing with the broad prineiples. I am deal-
ing pot with Fremantle but with Western
Australia—the whole State,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Take your gruel!

Hon. G. Fraser: I am not getting a gruel-
ling. The Minister is not speaking the truth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
wish any red herring to be drawn across the
trail of housing.

Hon, G, Fraser: You are doing it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
Hlouse appreciates to the full extent the
great importance of housing. I have told the
Collie miners myself that, if we can get
material and labour, houses will go up as a
first priority there, hecause we require coal
essentially, As soon as we can get more coal
we ¢an get more commodities of other kinds
for building houses and se on. Wa counld
employ a greater number of men at Collie
if we could house them. I think it is time it
wag pointed out somewhat foreibly that the
chief reason housing cannot be proceeded
with as fast as it ought to be is that
materials are not available. Continnal strikes
in the Eastern States over petty matters are
holding up ships which bring to Western
Australia essential eommodities for housing.
Members may have seen in the paper only
this morning that lompers have refused to
put the ordinary quantity in the slings. That
menas that a longer period will be ccenpied
in loading ships, which will therefore be in
port for a greater length of time and will
not be able to turn round and do &s many
trips per annum as previously,

I am
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Hon, W. J, Mann: And the longer people
will have o wait.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Han. C. B. Williams: They are paid if
they do not work at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
they are the ones that want the houses, Let
me point out that since this Government
took office, the 40-hounr week has- been intro-
duced. Even the Fremantle Council itself
bas redueed the hours of labour of its em-
ployees to 40 per week. I do not know that
that would directly affect the housing posi-
tion but undoubtedly production must take
longer with fewey hours being worked, with
people produoeing less and with a shortape
in the lahour market to overtake. Produe-
tion must fake longey in those cirrumstances.
Nevertheless, with all those diffieulties we are
building more houses than did the previous
Administration, The hon. member referred
to political effrontery.

Hon. €. B. Williams: What hon. membey ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:;
Fraser. He said that he had never seen any-
thing like it. I am pleased that Mr. Dim-
mitt was at the function to which be referred
and was able to inform the House that the
hon. member was entirely and absolutely mis-
lending and had drawn on his imagination,
which had led him astray. I have no doubt
the hon. member did not refer to some other
political effrontery! I nunderstand the Stand-
ing Orders of this House prevent us from
referring to something that happened in an-
other place; otherwise, perhaps the hon.
member might have done so,

Hon. (. Fraser: You are not saying I am
incorrect about the 1,000 hounses, are you?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member was absent, I think, when Mr, Dim-
mitt told the House that be was at the fune-
tion and heard the Premier moke one of his
usual straightforward and honourable state-
ments, when he said thai the 1,000 houses
wers built by the previous Administration
and he had not really had much to do with
them.

Hon. G. Fraser: It was not reported.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: The paper dees not
report you very frequently.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. W. J. Mann: Make sure of your
facts!

Mr,

[COUNGCILL.)

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It i
regrettable that the hon. member shoul
have presented his statement as a fact, whe:
he was not there and did not kuow wha
hnppened,  Moerely bevanse the remarks i
not appenr in the paper—

Hon. (. Fraser: I mentioned that th
Press reports did not show anything of th
kind. That is what T said.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The ho
member not only said that, but he said {}

‘Premter had not made such a statement, ¥

said it was political effrontery and that th
Premier had taken the eredit. The he
member said that there are families livir
in camps.  Is it not belter to put them |
camps than to leave them in the horrib
conditions the hon, member has said exi
and which T vegret to say 1 know to exis
But we are doing our hest and have p
some of them in eamps. Those in the cam’
have reasonably food shelter and the How
ing Commission endeavours to provide hom
for those who are not quite so fortuna'
The eamp the hon, member veferred to

n staging eamp and no-one  desirves t
people to remain therein. Bat we are doi
our utmost to give a healthy habitation

as many people as possible,

Hon. G. Fraser: It was supposed to
a staging eamp, but yon have made it per
anent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The h
member said that not a tender was sign
Then he altered that and s=aid not a o
tract was signed. He was correet in -
first instdnee. We cannot get people te ten
in Fremantle; why, T do not know. Bug
eannot force people to tender,

Hon. G. Fraser: You cannot do the |
vourself, ean you?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Xo,
cause we have not the available men,
hon. member knows we cannot establ
maternity hospitals in Fremantle, beea
we cannot get the labour and materials.

Hon. G. Fraser: Did you try?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: * Tl
was a question asked this afternoon wi
will require an answer fomorrow and wl
is apropos this matter. The hon. men
asks whether we are trying!

Hon. G. Fraser: Did you try to ge
team in Fremantle?



The MINISTER FOR MINES: Are we
trying!

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon., G. Fraser: Answer that! Did vou!

~Hon, C. B. Wilbams: T was thrown out
for less thap that al one stage.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Housing Commission is condueting its busi-
ness in an able way. It has qualified officers
who are doing their best to provide houses
for everyone. I trust and hope that the
Commission is not showing favouritism to
any particular distriet.  Already in the

provinee represented by Mr. Fraser and his *

colleagues a great number of houses are
going up. I refer to houses being eonstrueted
in Mosman Park and other parts of that
provinee. Irrespective of the efforts of mem-
hers of Parliament, we must look for the
help of individual citizens in solving this
problem. Mention was made of one tender
being 36 per eent. higher than others, bug T
would point out that the Government has
no influence over the fignres tendered, and
in any event, as the hon, member said, that
tender was not aceepted. The Government
is not going to he fleeced. .

Hon. G. Fraser: You have heen in office
for six months and yon have done nothing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The cases
cited by Mr. Fraser are diffieult, but un-
fortunately they are not unique, as similar
instanees exist in every suburb. The Hous-
ing Commission is doing .its ntmost to over-
come the diffienlties, with whieh it is Faced.
as soon as possible. Members can see that
the present Government is overtaking. the
housing lag at a far greater speed than did
the previous Government, as is shown by
the figures I have quoted. I come now io
the remarks of Mr. Latham, and T am
plensed to say that we are ahead of him.

Some time ago a hoard was appointed to

inquire into what should be the appropriate
rates of remuneration for the various high
officers mentioned. T understand that that
report has been made, but I do not know
when it will be available.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
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Clause 2—8ums available tor purposes
voted by the Legislative Assembly:

Hon. . FRASER: T am not going intv
details in reply to the statement made hy
the Minister, except to say that, judiring by
his reply to me, he does not know a great
deal ahout the housing pesition eor housing
activities.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon, member raust
speak to the eclause before the Committee
and not embark upon a second reading
speech.

Hon. &. FRASER: T am not doing that,
nor did I intend to do so, but T wish to
make some remarks that I believe T ean con-
nect up with the clause, which covers the
sum of money to be voted to the (lovern-
ment for use in various activities, one of
which is housing, Anyone who knows much
about the honsing position will realise that
the Minister does not understand n great
dea] about activitics in the housing business.
He attempted to tell the IHouse ahout the
ciraularising of applieants, but he was re-
ferring to those who had applied for work-
ers’ homes before the war and who are now
heing eireularised in order to find out whe-
ther they still desire workers' homes, secing
that the Government has deeided to recom-
menee the building of workers” homes for
ownership.

The CHAIRMAN: I must draw the hon.
member’s attention to the faet that he is not
discussing the subject-matter of. the clause
now before the Committee,

Hon, G. FRASER: That eclause votes
money for eertain purposes.

Hon, W, J. Mann: What is vour amend-
ment ?

Hon, G. FRASER: T do not intend to
move an amendment, but T do net think
the Minister knows much about the housing
question, and he has his faets mixed.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
member address the Chair and not hold con-
versation aeross the Chamber?

Hon. G. FRASER: I humbly apologise.
I wag pointing out that the Minister's reply
was about something not mentioned during
the debate. The ecirenlars he referred to
were those being sent out to ascerlsin whe-
ther people still wanted to go on with the
applications that they made before the war,

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed tc;_
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Bilt reported without amendment and the”
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

MOTION—RAILWAY OMNIBUSES,
PURCHASE, DELIVERY ETC.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. H. L. Roche :(—

That a Select Committee of five memhers be
appeinted to inquire into and report upon all
aspecta of the negotiations for the purchase
and delivery of, and the utilisation: of the
vehicles known as the ‘‘Landliner’’ and
“‘Cheetah’' omnibuses acquired on behalf of
the Western Australisn Government Railways.’

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [5.53]:
1 rise to support the motion, but I do not
think it goes far enough. After what I have
seen today, I believe there should be an
addendum to the motion to cover the Daimler
huses that are idle in the tramways carbarn,
as well as those that I believe are on order.
T am supporting the motion, ag I think it
is in the interests of public safety. After
listening last night to the Minister one was
foreed to the ‘conclusion that what was said
regarding these particular buses is hard to
believe. From the remarks of the Minister
it would 'appear that this bus was an ex-
perimental unit, and no doubt that is why
it is now in Western Australia. It was also
stated that it had been involved in an acei-
dent; that it jumped a ditch 10 feet wide
and 10 feot decp—there was very little dam-
age done—and that the front bogie ‘eventu-
ally finished up on the erest of the diteh
while the rear wheels finished down in the
ditch. Seeing that the ditch was 10 feet wide
and 10 feet deep, and the bus 45 feet long,
that was an impossibility.

Hon. C. G, Latham: It struck a log near
the edge of the diteh, and bounded over,

Hon, W. R. HALL: On the measurements
given, it would he a physical impossibility.
One eould accept what was said if the bus
was 190 or 12 feet long, but not when it is
45 feet long. T think I am competent to
speak about buses, and if such statements as
that are to be read out in this Chamber I
say they are piffle. I have been given to
understand that n considerable amount of
trouble has been experieneed with this bus,

[COUNCIL.]

and that it is fitbed with hydraulic steering,
something unheard of in Western Australia.
If there is any other bns in this State with
that type of steering I think very few people
know about it. It is obvious to me-—and I
pass the tramways -frequently—that more
often than pot this bus is in dock. It is in
dock today and the front wheels have been
taken off it.

Hon. H. I.. Roche: Have you had a look
at it¢

Hon. W. R .HALL: Yes. I had to see whe-
ther it was possible for it to jump a 10-foot
ditech in the way suggested. I think the
Fowler Company should have been build- "
ing automatic scoops or bulldozers, and not
buses for service in Western Ausiralia. We
have heard that there was some trouble in
Victoria about licensing the bus because
of the log hauling, and the trucks carrying
the logs, that mighi be met coming down
through the hiils, and so on. I have been
wondering about the log hauling in this State.
One frequently sees huge logs being hauled
from the ranges down to Perth, I believe

“that this motion, if passed, will be the means

of finding ont whether this bns is road-
worthy. T have been given to understand
that there has been a good deal of frouble
with it and I do not think all the faets
regarding its faults have been placed be-
fore the House. The bus cost £4,300, landed
in Western Australia, and was secondband.
The Minister said last night that its two
Mercury motors had dope 30,000 miles. 1
have been wondering whether they will be
much good after having done that distanee
on low gear work. -

Hon. E. H. Gray: .It would depend upon
who drove the bmus.

Hon. W. R. HALL: After a Mercury
motor has done 30,000 miles in a car it
commences to burn oil. I am one that
knows, because I have had them for years.
If the engines that are in these huses have
been geared down to a speed to earry
the greater weight, then the road mileage
fravelled would be more the equivalent of
60,000 or 70,000 than the 30,000 shown on
the speedometer. I will not easily be con-
vineed that these engines do not require a
very extensive overhaul after 30,000 miles
in buses such as the ‘‘Landliner’’ and
“‘Cheetah.’”” And we are told that there
are other buses on order. Some action
should be taken to see that those responsible
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for their purchase are able to ensure that
they are 100 per cent. roadworthy, particu-
larly if we have to pay £4,300 for each
such secondhand bus, landed in Western
Australia.

1t is remarkable that there are three
Daimler buses standing idle in the earbarn
today. I do not know what they cost but
I should say that each would cost hefween
£4,000 and £5,000, Those buses are 32 ft.
6 ins. long. For some reason unknown to
me—IL have not made any inquiries about
it yet—those buses cannot be licensed. De-
spite that faet, T am informed that another
seven of those buses are on order for the
Western Australian Government, Does this

mean that between £40,000 and £50,000 of-

public funds have been spent on procuring
these buses, which will be under the juris-
diction of the Railways and Tramways De-
partment of Western Australia, while an-
other “Government department will not
grant licenses for them? Is that heeause
the buses are not in good order? Already
there are three of these buses lying idle in
the ecarbarp and amother seven are on
order. Their length is 32 ft. Gins. as against
the “Landliner's” length of 45 ft. When
it comes to a question of engines, what
could he hetter than the Daimler? Last
night the Minister told us something about
the Mereury motors in the ‘TLandliner,”
but they cannot be compared with the
Daimler.

Hon: H. Tuckey: They are not in the
siie street.

Hon. W, R. HAEL: I agree with that.
Here we see these three buses lying idle
at the carbarn while people have to quene
op in the streets in order to get seats in
buses and very often can find standing
room only. There is something wrong. If
it is merely a matter of licensing, the Min-
ister has the right to say that the buses
shall be licensed. They are one-piece buses
and are quite roadworthy. I would rather
have them than the long trailer buses that
are running today. “These new Daim-
ler buses are lying idle in the ear barn
whereas another big bus is put on the road
for a day or two and then has to be laid
up for repairs. There is no comparison
between them from the standpoint of motor
power.

Some members of this House know some-
thing about huses and the building of them.
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When a commission is given to any individ-
ual to prosecute inguiries regarding the pur-
chase of buses, very careful consideration
should be given to the seleetion in view of
the importance of the recommendations that
will have to be made to the Minister and the
department coneerned. It is beyond my
comprehension why the Daimler buses
should be lying idle when every night hun-
dreds of people have to queue up in an en-
deavour to get accommodation on other
bases. I support the motion in the interests
of public safety because I believe the buses
referred to have caused a considerable
amount of trouble. I want to know the
actual mileage run and the cost per mile up
to the present. T believe that if we got the
maintenanee figures they would be astound-

ing.

HON. @. BENNETTS (South) [6.6]:
Before the buses menfioned in the motion
arrived in Western Australia, I knew they
were not fit and proper ones for this State.
I met a person in Kalgoorlie and he gave
me the oil about them,

Hon”W. R, Hall: Why did youn not tell
some of us about it?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The individual
sald to me, “I see the big ‘Landliner’ is
coming here. She had some trouble over
there and was involved in a big accident’.
He told me that the accident was caused
through the vehicle taking a sharp turn
and tipping over. That was the statement
made to me. I have been waiting for this
subject to crop up so that I could give the
information to the House. If that is eorrect
I do not know why this State should be
placed in such a position, We alwayg seem
to have pushed on t{o us what the Eastern
States do not want, These buses should
be thoroughly examined and overhauled be-
fore we take any risk with them on the
roads. T am certain we are likely to involve
the State in a big aceident costing us a lot
of money, unless that is done.

It seems Lo me ridieulous for seo much
money to be spent on the buses when we
cannot get a decent rail service between
Perth and Kalgoorliec. ~ Why should the
taxpayers get such a rough spin when travel-
ling to the Goldfields and further north?
Che Westland express is eompeting with the
Kalgoorlis train, and the latter is flnanced
by the taxpayers of this State, When a

[ ]
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passeuger comes from Adelaide or Mel-
bourne by the Westland, his fare payable to
this State is 10s, He pays £1 for his sleeper
and 7s. for meals. A local passenger from
Kalgoorli¢ to Perth has to pay a fare of
£3 2s, 44.

The PRESIDENT: I would like the hon,
member to connect ks remarks with the
motion, .

ITon, G. BENNETTS: 1 was just sneak-
ing this point in, Mr, President! I think
the amount of money involved in the pur-
chase of these buses could have been letter
spent in other ways.

HON. €. ¢. LATHAM (East) [6.10]: I
shall not support thé motion but I think
some inquiry should be made into a trans-
action of this deseription, more particularly
when we are bound by contract to purchase
niore of the buses. The information Mr.
Hal) has submitted to the House is very dis-
voncerting, seeing that we have three buses
already here and another six or seven on
order,

Hon, F, E. Gibson: And they are good
buses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then why not use
them?

Hon. W. R. Hall: T have certainly heen
told that there are scven more on order.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I think we can
leave it to the Premier or the Minster con-
cerned to appoint someone to look into this
matter. It will not be very easy for the mem-
bers of a Select Committee to investigate the
mechnnieal Fentures of such buses. Spe-
cialists could be called but that course would
he open to the Minister himself. I suppose
Government officials, like every one of us,
are opt to blunder and apparently that is
the position regarding the purchase of the
"Landliner’” and “Cheetah’” buses,

Hon. H. L. Roche: There are three t'ypes
altogelher,

Hon, C. G. LATHAXM : And we have been
told that at least one type is a good one.

Hon. E. H, Gray: We do not know yet.

Hon C. G LATHAM: It may or may not
be satisfactory The information put up by
the Minister to the House when dealing with
the motion conveyed absolutely nothing to
me. He gave us details of the mechanism
but that is the sort of information thaf

[COUNCIL.)

woull he supplied by the manufacturers.
What we want to know is whether the buses
are roadworthy; whether it is possible for
an ordinary individual to manipulate the
steering gear and keep the vebicles on the
road, and whether they ave safe for the con-
veyanee of passengers, Mr. Roche has done
very well in submitting the whole matter to
the House. I did not know anything about
it hefore, If he accomplishes nothing more
than to make the officials more careful in
the future, his action will have serveld its
purpose,

To ask the House to appoint a Select
Committee to go into the question of whether
the hydraulic steering mechanism is safis-
{actory or otherwise is merely to suggest
that the matter should be dealt with by
men who know wothing about it. I do not
think there are half a dozen men in Western
Australia who have a knowledge of the hy-
draulic steering gear, although something may
be known of it in connection with maritime

-services. I do not think any good purpose

would be served by referring the question
to a Select Committee, bnt we should have
an undertaking from the Minster that there
will be a thorough investigation of the whole
matter. If eontracts have been entered inte
and the vehicles are found to be unsatis-
factory, some steps should be taken to ean-
cel those eontraects.

Hon. E, H. Gray: The Daimlers are Eng-
lish buses,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The type of dbus
referred to by Mr. Hall is regarded very
highly in the Old Country.

Hon. W. R. Hall: Tt is the best in the
world,

_Hon, C. G. LATHAM : If these buses are
laid up simply because they cannot be used,
we ought to ascertain what the position is
regarding the contracts that have been re-
ferred to. If the buses are satisfactory, then
I agree with Mr, Hall that they should be
put on the road. Under existing conditions
it 1s almost impossible for people travelling
by bus to Nedlands—I presume it applies
to South Perth too—tfo get seats for the
journey.

On motion by Hon. E, H. Gray, debate
adjourned,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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BILL—STREET PHOTOGRAPHERS.
Second Reading.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [7.30] in
moving the second reading said: This is
one of those small Bills similar to quite
it number that have bceen introdueed in
this Chamber this session. It is draflted in
a simple way, conveys exactly what it
means and can be clearly understood.

Hon. €. B, Williams: What does it mean?

Hon. €. G. LATBAM: If the hon. mem-
ber will be patient, T shall be able to tell
him, I hope. The Bill proposes fo license
street photographers, who have been oper-
ating in Perth in the same way as street
photographers have operated and are oper-
ating in the other capital cities of Austra-
lia. The men here continued in their busi-
ness until such time as the professional
photographers became a little aggrieved.
They evidenlly approached the Perth City
Couneil with a view to having the business
stopped.  Under a bylagw that was never
intended to be used for the purpose, the
street pbotographers were prevented from
continuing their operations. The bylaw
was intended, generally speaking, to pre-
vent the scaltering of paper about the
streets and making the city nntidy. I’l‘he5e
street photographers, having taken a photo-
graph, hand a card to the person snapped.
This eard contains the muamber of the film
and the address of the photographer. T
have never seen these eards nor do 1 think
anyhody else has, dropped on the footpath.
The people vsually retain them until they
reach home. They were not gnilty of lit-
teririg the streets.

Hon. C. B. Williams: This is something
like street betting. It is just humbug.

1Ton. C. G. LATHAM: The street photo-
graphers generally are sreturned soldiers.
There is a young lady engaged in the work,
but she also is an ex-Servicewoman.

Hon, . B. Williams: There was a Slav
who took photographs a year or two ago.

Hon, . G. LATITAM: Not in the street.
The Bill proposes to permit loeal authori-
ties to license these photographers on ap-
phication; and it is proposed to limit the
number of applicants to one for every
10.000 of the population or portion of
10,000,
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Hou. L. B. Bolton: Why should the num-
her he limited?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would assist
the loeal authorities considerably because
they wonld not be inundated with applica-
tions at the start. I think the hon. member
will agree that the people engaged in this
business should at least be allowed to make
a living out of it. He will agree with me
that the limitation will make it much
easier for the local authorities. There is
no fairer way of fixing the limit than on a
population basis.  There cannot be more
than nine or ten photographers licensed for
Perth., The street photographers will he
prevented from taking photographs in
thoroughfares where one-way vehicnlar
traffic prevails. Therefore, they could not
operate in certain portions of King-street,
Murray-street, Hay-street and Pier-street.
I think those are the only city streets where
one-way traffic is enforced.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: And Queen-street.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, but the men
would not he likely to go there. Of course,
these photographers generally carry on
their business where pedestrian traffie is
fairly heavy.

Hon, C. H. Simpson: Is there any speci-
fied area in which they may operatef

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. Lieenses will
be issued by the local authorities, who will
determine where the photographers may
carry on their business. Provision is made
in the Bill to prevent the transfer of a
license and to give power to local authori-
ties to make bylaws controlling the busi-
ness.

Hon. W. .J. Mann:
issued to firms?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They may be. I
presume the regmlations will provide that
if a firm is licensed, it will be empowered
to hand the license to its employees.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Will the irms be able
to employ a number of these photographers?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They cannot em-
ploy any more than the number for which
the Bill provides; that is, one for every
10,000 of the population.

Hon. W. J. Mann: One firm might get
all the licenses.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: One individual or
one firm?

Will licenses be
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Huu, C. (. LATHAM: One individual.
I have partienlars of the firms that are
carrying on this buosiness. By far the
greater number of their employees are en-
gaged in printing the photographs at the
studio,  There are not many aetoally taking
photographs in the sireet. The bulk of the
work i< done at the studio. } :

Hon, ). (i, Hislop: How do you arvive
at the basis of one for every 10,000 of the
population

Hon. C. . LATHAM: I do not know,
Whether that will prove successful or not
lies in the laps of the gods. It may or may
not be a satisfactory basis. After all, if
the business is not profitable the photo-
sraphers will cease to earry it on. Should
it prove to be over-profitable, the Bill, if
passed, conld be amended in the event of
Parlisment so deeiding.

Hon. J. . Hislop: Supply and demand
will operate.

Hon, . G. LATHAM: A penalty of £20
is provided for any person who takes photo-
oraphs in the street without a license, That
applies only to the taking of photographs
of people, not photographs of buildings.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I do not think it i»
right to restriet. All or nothing!

Hon. C. G LATHAM: There is ample
room for disagrecment in that vespect. The
license will cost £1. The intention of the
framer of this Bill is to give returned men,
who have been earning a living at this busi-
ness, o chanee to continue to do so. No
objection has been taken to street photo-

graphers in other capital cities of Australia.

They are decent people; in faet, the Bill
provides that they must be of good character.
1 do not know why the professional photo-
graphers should objeet to this business. The
class of people who have their photographs
token in the street ave not those that
wonld go to a professional photographer to
have a portrait taken. Thal is very ex-
pensive indeed.

T hope the House will agree to the Bill
and give it a trial, @t all events. If it is
not satisfactory, it can be amended, as 1
<aid. next session, or even this session shonld
it he necossary. These people are earning
an honest living in a decent way and there
can be no ohjection fo their eontinning to
flo sn. T am eertain that the people who
huy these street photographs would not dn

[ GOUNCIL.]

=0 unless they thought they got value fm
their monev. [ have heen in eities in Aus
tialin where one ¢an sit hefore an automatic
machine and have "one’s photograph taken
A person inserts a shilling in the slot nn¢
his photograph comes out framed.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: They would want te
take a fine-looking fellow like vou!

Hon. C. (. EATIAM: That might In
something worth econsidering.

The Minister for Mines: What do v
want—the frame?

Hon. C. G LATIIAM: T would look very
much better in a frame than out of one
if that satisfies the Leader of the House. It
that instaneetthe proprictor of the machin.
makes the profit.  In this ease, these man
are serving the public. [ hope the House wil
pass the second reading. If there are an:
reasonable amendments, consideration wil
he given to them. This is the first Bill
have introduced in {his Chamber, and I hop
it will receive the same welecome receptio
that has been aceprded to the Bills intro
dueed by the Leader of the House, 1 move

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, C. B. WILLIAMS (South)} [7.42]
In supporting the Bill, T wish to =ay tha
any member of this FHouse, or any memhe
of the publie, if he so wishes, ean gaz
upon my photograph in this House. 1
way taken in 1928 or 1920. 1 am nc
intending to pay a compliment {o one o
two members, but my friend Mr. Baxter ha
had his photograph taken many times.
Hon. C. . Baxter: Why bring me int
this? ’

Hon. C. B, WILLTAMS: The hon. men
ber’s photograph was also taken and one c¢a
~e¢ how youthful he looks in it. They ea
eply sece how youthful I looked in 102!
That was the only photogiaph T have hn
taken, and it will be the only one, as T m
retiving next vear, T shall give my reasor
for supporting the Bill and why I thin
there should be no monopoly.

Hon. 1. B. Bolton: The member inin
dueing the Bill wants a monopoly. He h:
askeq for one.

Hon. G. B. WILLIAMS: He was w
tolkine ahout motarhody huilding, but abm
photographs. The hon. member understan
that: =0 do T. The member introducinge 1l



{22 Ocroner, 1947.]

Bill wishes to preserve the freedom of the
subjeet, about which you, Sir, have spoken
so much here. I also wish to preserve the
frecdom of the subject. The Perth City
Council shoaid not be allowed to do as it
wishes to decent people.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
dress the Chair.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: You know [
have always liked your looks and like to
tnrn away from you, but why, Mr. DPresi-
dent, do you not stop the interjeetors? There
is a man named Penrose, who is one of those
that must have pulled strings with the Perth
City Council. I will get back to my good
looks in a moment.
superannuation from the Governmehf, he
did receive a lump sum on retivement. We,
the taxpayers of this State, taught him the

game,
Hon. E. H. Gray: He earned it, though.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: T have been a
member of Parliament for about 20 years,
too.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Al right! The
hon. member will mind his owp business!
Penrose earned it; he has paid for it, but
we taught hiln. We gave him a pension or
a lump sum. He has an cstablishment in
Barrack-streot.
ing the taxpayers’ money by way of super-
annnation, or Inmp sum, to say to some
poor unfortunate who eannot start a big
business, that he shall not have a job on the
streetg of Perth} I go back to 1928, I had
to have my photo taken then. I did not
want to have it taken, but the group was
heid up and so I went down to the Lafay-
ette Studio where I was asked, “Have you
an appeintment?’ There was no-one within
a mile of the place. I said, “No, but your
Qayment for a group-phote for Parliament
House is being held up beeause I have not
been photographed.”  They said I would
need to have an appointment. I said, “If
vou do not take my photograph, I will never
come back.” Within five minutes I had my
photograph taken, and it ean be seen today,
and possibly will be here to be seen in 100
years’ time. -

Unfortunately, I had to go back to a
photographer recently when one of my
danghters was married. There was a street

Please ad-

If he is not receiving .

What right has he, receiv- §
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photographer and he took some very good
photes,  We had the proofs within a day
or two. If members could see the photo
taken nt the studio, they would notice how
surly I look, beeause I was motherless sober
as I had been on the quare for the oeeasion.
For an hour and a half T waited at the nit-
wit photography firm, which wants to ereate
a monopoly and prevent returned soldiers
and other decent people from getiing a
living. I eould produce the pholos taken
at the church, which are very niece and very
cheap, ond also the 12 to 20 guinea photos
where the poor old man is Jooking so surly
because he had to go one and a halt hours
without a drink of water. That is what
the Perth City Council wants te do.

You, My. President, retive next May, and
so do I, forever. The photo of this House
has to -be taken before you retiree The
people coming here next year will see my
photo taken in 1928, What harm ean people
do who take a decent snap on the street? A
persen may be walking along with his
grandchild and be photographed; or he may
be with his sweetie, which is a different
matter. I am inelined to think that is what
is wrong with the Perth City councillors.
They are frightened of heing canght® while
walking along with some ]Jady that they are
not entitled to be with, and they do not
want to be snapped! That js it. I will not
say that under privilege. It seems to me, now
that I think of it, that that is the objection,
The photos taken ocutside the church where
my daughter was married were very reason-
able and naturazl, but those taken by the
professional photographer, after I had been
waiting an hour and a half without a drink
of water, showed me as being very grumpy.
I hope that we will show the Perth City
Couneil that when we walk along the streets
of Perth we arc not afraid of having our
photos taken by anyone.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Golebatch,
debate adjourned.

BILL—ECONOMIC STABILITY ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [7.52]:

I would like to preface my remarks by re-
ferring 1o something Mr. Latham said re-
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eently, which I think is correet. He said
that many Bills passed through this Touse
and there was so little debate on them that
he gathered the idea that {n some eases mem-
bers did not understand them. I eandidly
confess that as a new memher last year, I
was possibly gver awed by the forms of the
House and by the faet that the older mem-
bers obviously were mueh more familiar with
the Bills under discussion thon I was. T
only had o hazy jdea as to what some of
those Bills meant. I think Mr, Latham’s re-
mark is timely.gbeeanse there should be more
debates on the matters which come before
us, and I suggest to the new membery that
they tuke thati to heart and be not frightened
to speak when they feel they have something
to say, because 1 feel sure that their con-
tributinns will add the value of our diseus-
sions.

This particular Bill has been debated
pretty fully, and I think that members, by
and large, are fairly well aware of its im-
plications, My Brst inelination was to vote
in favour ot it, for two reasons, the first
being that I felt that I had a certain sense
of loyalty to our leaders who had eome to
an understanding with the Premiers of the
other States to endorse the powers of the
Commonwealth by the continuance of this
Act, and secondly, hecause I believed there
was no adoquate State machinery fo take
over e matter of controls should the Com-
monwenlth authoritly be challenged, or should
it decide to relinquish its present powers.
T understand, however, 1bat the State has fall
powers, and because I am averse to con-
trols and limitations generally, and am satis-
fied that no harm ean result if this Bill is
not agrced to, T intend to vote against the
second reading, '

There isx no doubt that the question of
control js bound up in the question of short-
ages, 1f theve were no shortages there would
be no need for controls. So, the solntion of
the whole problem lies in the question of
produaetion. We are told that production is
bound wup in the matter of manpower, but
here is 2 department in which many thon-
sands of men are employed, and their ser-
viees are denied to industry, They eould be
diverted from their present useless oceupa-
tion into ehannels gf industry and produc-
tion, and so help to bring about a stote

of affairs that would mecan controls eould -

be done away with altogether. T was talking

[ASSEMBLY.)

to o roilway man yesterday, and he told
me he was being recalled from long-service
leave because the new 40-hour week had
ereated such a shortage of manpower in the
Railway Department that he had fo return,
and work overtime. He also told me that
the department had tried to overeome the’
situation by advertising for men, but the
number of applications was only one-third
of the number required to fill the positions
advertised,

Renewing this measure really means that
we are becoming a validating ageney, not
so much for the Commonwealth, but for
the Commonwealth oflicers who administer
these controls under regulations which are
introduced from time to time, and against
which, in many instances, there is po ap-
peal. If we tamely acquiesce in the request
for o continuanee of these controls, there
is the danger that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will assume we are becoming con-
trol-minded, and will have no hesitation in
introducing proposals to submit a referen-
dum to the people to make these controls n
Commonwealth power for all time to come.
There is no doubt thit Governments do de-
sire power, and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is no exception. Power is somefthing
which scems to grow on what it feeds. T can
remember in the 1914-18 war that in Eng-
land they worked under what was ealled the
Pefence of the Realm Acf. It was known
as Dora.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What was her other
name?

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: Those were the
initia] letters of the Aet. Despite intense
publie agitation for the removal of the con-
trols, more than four years elapsed befors
they were finally done away with. There
wers colomns running almost daily in the
Press, and there were cartoons with charae-
ters enlled “Dilly" und “Dally” and ‘‘Shilly”
and “Shally.” They were pictured as sitting
with their fect on a table, and they had
cobwebs all round them, There is no ques-,
tion that many employed in the administra-
tion of that department had no desire to see
the controls ended. They were sitting pretty
on cushy jobs, and the last thing they want-
ed to sve was the department wound up. But
finally, public agitation beeame so great that
the Government gave the department 12
months in which to wind up its afiairs.
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In going round the eountry, both during
my eleciion and later, I have found that
people are asking why the controls cannot
be lifted, and why they should be continued.
They point out that we fought a war for
51X years to avoid coming under the control
of a foreign power, only to Bnd that we are
now shackled with regulations and eontrols

on fhe homefront. I wish to say a
little about the Bill itself; again for
the information of new members, The

Bill is divided into four parts, the first of
which deals with prices, the second with
landlord and tenant regulabions, the third
with capital issues and the fourth with
other controls, principally Sub-Treasury
eonirol. The Commonwealth Government
admittedly is tapering off its controls. I
understand the number last year was about
160 and it has now dropped to 50 odd. No
doubi the tapering-off will continne. That is
why there is no special need for ns to worry
about epproving of this Bill, or letting the
Aet lapse. It does not matter whether it
is dropped by the Federal authority, or
whether it is challenged and declared in-
valid, because the State has sufficient aunth-
ority to earry on.

We have a Housing Commission which at-
tends to the distribution of housing
tnaterials, and in the business world we have
quotas where supplies are short. In some
cases there is no rationing or control because
supyplies are maintained equitably. If the offi-
cial controls were eased, the traders would
soon find ways and means of meeting the
public demand, and that would release the
personne] of & huge department to do useful
work elsewhere. There is & danger in these
controls being continued. We know that price
eonfrol gives rise to black markets, There
is evasion of the law, and where there is
induced a contempt for ecertain laws, it
gives rise to the danger of contempt for all
laws. Take the position in regard to
second-hand ears. A man knows that, if
he sells a second-hand car-at the fixed price,
he is making a present of half the value
to the purchaser and is probably regarded
as a fool for doing so.

Tt also has thig effect. Business
men frankly say that these price con-
trols resalt in the creation of monopolies
heeause big business people are nearer the
centre of econtrol and can put up their case.
They have costing acconntants and ean see
that they are protected by a reasonable

e8]
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margin of profit. The small man has not
the means of presenting his case. I was
speaking to a man in Meekatharra, who told
me it no longer paid him to sell groceries
because he had a list of prices which were
the Perth prices plus freight. No allow-
ances were made for breakages or for those
occasions on whieh he might have to fulfil
a smalt order, and he suffered in cemparison
with the large firms inasmuch as he could
not buy in bulk. He had te buy on
a small seale and did not reeeive the same
concessions from the wholesalers as did the
big man. But for the fact that he earried
other lines such as drapery, hardware and
wines and spirits, he would be forced to
wind up his business,

Another ecase happened in Mullewa.
A man was approached by the Price Con-
trol OMcer and asked at what price he was
selling bottles of aerated waters. He re-
plied, ““Y am selling af 1s. and 2d. is re-
turned on the empty bottle, and the rate
per glass is 6d.’’ The officer said, **You
must reduce your price to 9d. per bottle
with 2d. returned for the empty battle,
while the glass served at the counter should
be 4d. and the glass served at the table
5d.”’ My friend had kept a eareful record
and was able to convince the officer that he
was making only 8d. on a full case of four
dozen bottles. After a good deal of argu.
ment, the price officer went through his re-
cords and found that he was imposing a
scale of charges applicable to Charters
Towers, Queensland, and not to Western
Australia, with the result that he had to
countermand his orders in Morawa,
Mullews and Perenjori and tell vendors to
revert to the old seale. But for the fact
that my friend was able fo present a good
ease, all those people w~nld have had to
comply with the price oftcer’s orders; and
against those orders, unfortunately, there
is no appeal.

Dealing with the landlord and tenant repu-
lations, seemingly a dandlord, when he vents
his property to a lessce, virtually ceases to
have any interest in it at all, while the lessee
to all intents and purposes becomes the
proprietor. He may sublet rooms appar-
ently at any figure—and there has becn a
gooil deal of profiteering in that divection—
or he can sell the key of the house for any
sum he likes to an incoming tenant,

Hon. C. B. Williams: No.
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Hon, C. H. SIMPSOXN: So far as I have
heen able to learn, the landlord is not able
to sec any prospect of improvement. I
understand that a Bill is before anotber
place at present designed to remedy that
state of affairs, but this only goes to show
that the State has the power to pass the
requisite logisiation to deal with the matter.

Hon. C. B. Williams: With regard to the
Jandlord, definitely we have always had the
power. The Commonwealth does not con-
trol Western Australia in that respect. Be
fair!

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON : Regarding capital
issues, the amount that could be invested
without consent from Canberra up to this
year was only £18,000. Now the amount
has been raised to £20,000. I have been
told that in various enterprises, particulariy
mining, an amount of £20,000 in many in-
stancey is only suflicient to do the explora-
tory work. It is possible fo get permission
from Canberra, but only after a great deal
of trouble and delay, to inerease the amount.
I consider that if these controls are to be
continued, representations should he made
to Canberra to permit a competent oflicer
with powers of decision on the spot to he
appointed to Western Australia so that he
may give decisions promptly and get a baeck-
pronnd of local conditions,

As to Canberra delays, let me quote briefly
this extract from a lettor dated the 1st
September, 1947—

I have to thank you for your letter of the
14th August and for your successful etforts on
my behalf. -

Following on your interview with the Work-
era’ Homes Board, I received their prelims
inary approval, but unfortunately I »m unable
to take advantage of it as the Department of
the Futerior had to submit the sale of the
Limd to ("anberra for approval before 1 counld
be issucd with the tifle. This was originally
anticipated to take two months, but three
months have now passed sinee my purchase, It
seems o long-winded process tg finalise the
sule of a block valued by them at £20, hut T
have written the department with the request
that they emdeavour to Speed up finalisation,
amd trust it will not be too long hefore I can
cammenee building.

There is another case in connection with
Sub-Treasury controls to whieh I referred
in my speech on the Address-in-reply. As
some members may not have heard my re-
murks, T will repeat the substance of them.
An adminstrator of an estate had included
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in the assets nine blocks of land at Oshorne
Park valued by the road board at €21 to
in the assets nine hlocks of land at Oshorne
£27 per block, He applied for probate at
an all-round figure of £20 a2 block, but
the Stamp Assessor raised the amount
to £25. Two of the hlocks were sold at that
figure and Sub-Treasury approval was oh-
tained for the sale. The administrator at-
tempted to sell the remaining seven blovks
at £25, but the Sub-Treasury then said it
would permit them to be sold at only £5 a
block. Different represeniations were made
—] myself made some—but the Sub-
Treasury was adamant on the point.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Was that the State!

Hon. C. H. SIMPSOXN: No, the Federal
Sub-Treasury; it- stood firm by its valua-
tion of £3 per block, Competent outside
vainers still held that €25 was a fair valua-
tion, and the difliculty was finally resolved
by the State ITousing Commission purehas-
ing those blocks for £25 each, and that deal,
of course, was not subject to Sub-Trensury
control, TIad that solution not presented
itself, there is no question that those people
would have becn the victims of a very mrave
injustice. :

Hon, K. H, Gray: What reasons did the
Federal Sob-Treasury give for that?

Ilon. C. B. Williams: The man might not
have seratehed the other fellow's pahn. e
honest about it!

Hon. . H. SIMPSOX: In order te ~nbh-
mit a claim for a priee of £25, it would
bhe necessary to tender evidenee of =sale
valaes at that price round about the 10th
Febrnary, 1942, which was the dead line
date.  That could not he done. Actually,
at thai time, Japanese invasion threatened,
and land prohably could not be sold at il
or, if sold, was disposed of at any old priee.

Hon, C. B. Williams: That is not eovreet
as applying to the metropolitan avea. No-
body pot seared to that extent.

Hon. C. TI. SIMPSOXN: T say it wiuld
have happened becanse it was about thal
time. There have been proporties in this
State which were valued by the Sub-Treas-
ury at one-third of the value eompared with
Eastern States’ properties of similap pro-
ductivity returns, That is becanse Jand values
here were low, while in the Fast they were
high.
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Hon. C. B. Williams: The cost of living
is pencrally lower here.

Hon, C. H. SIMPSGN: Those are the
main reasons why I consider we should seize
this opportunity to protest against the con-.
tinuance of these controls. I am quite satis-
fied that the State Government, if it has not
already the power, could pass a simple mea-
sure, which would enable it to secure the re-
quisite power and take over from the Com-
monwealth should those controls be chal-
lenged or discontinued. That is why I pro-
pose to vote against the second reading of
the Bill.

On motien by Hon. C. B. Williams, de-
bate adjonrned.

BILL—WATER ROARDS AQT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption
from the previous day of the debate on the
seeond reading.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Bill passed thyough Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H GRAY (West) [813]: I
intend to support the second reading, but I
wish to make a few ohservations on the
various clauses. I eonsider that it is un-
neeessary to increase the strength of the
('ommission from five fo seven. Last session
we passed an amendment which was not
aprecd to by another place, and personally
1 believe that the inerease in the number
of members will make the Commission a
litle unwieldy. There is certainly safety in
numbers, and I should say that that is the
only reason to justify an increase in the
number, If this proposal is agreed to, I
hope the Government will seleet a woman
who has undertaken a good deal of honorary
social service work in the State. The Gov-
crament could do worse than appoint one
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of the women of the State Executive of the

* AL.P. By making such an appoiniment, the

Government would show that it was faking a
very liberal point of view. We have a num-
ber of women on that executive who are in
every way qualified to fill the position with
distinetion. '

If this is not agréed fo, I hope that & lady
will be selected who has done a great amount
of social serviee work. I am certain that
such a person cotld be selected from the
Women's Serviee Guild or from some similar
organisation, At any rate, she should be one
who has earned the right to the appointment
by having rendered honorary service to the
community. As a matter of faet, I think it
would be a good iden te appoint a profes-
siongl woman, There is a lady in Perth,
helonging to a firm of architecis, who has
given ontstanding service to the infant health
movement in this State. She has heen of
assistance to practically &ll commitfees
throughout this State which have undertaken
building schemes, In the last 10 years, she
has given her services freg in the prepara-
tion of plans for country committees and
has given advice without.charge. She would
make an ideal member of the Commission.

I am strongly opposed to the proposal {o
increase the amount of advance from £1,230
to £1,500. Originally the workers’ homes
scheme was intended for men on wages and
no-one in this Chamber or anywhere clse can
submit # ease to show how a man on wages
can reasonably pay the cost of a £1,500
home, It is a mistake to increase the
amount, People on wages should rececive
first consideration from the ITousing Com-
mission in the provision of homes. Others
on higher incomes could be reasonably ex-
pected to go te private enterprise or to banks
for assistanee. The Workers’ Ifomes Act
was pagsed in the interests of wages men
and was used for a number of years with
that objeet in view. If we increase the
amount from £1,250 to £1,500 we will pass
to a different grade altogether, and the ef-
forts of the Commission in this portion of
its activities will be diverted from the origi-
nal infention of the legislation,

With regard to the agreement with local |
authorities, I think that that ideal will bp
supported by every member. I would point
out, however, that the Town Planning Bouard
insists that where an estate is snhdivided,
before the subdivision is agreed to, the nwner
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must provide reasomablc road faeilities to
the blocks, I think it s a reasonable pro-
position for the Commissiou to pay at least
half the cost of an ordinacy road—not an
olaborafe bituminised rond, but a reasonable
part of the gost of an ordinary road to blocks
of land in cases where the Commission has
talten up a large area of country, compris-
ing from 60 to 7¢ blocks.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: They do pay it. I
explained that to the House last week.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: B is not provided in
the Bill,

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: They are ex gratia
payments.

Hon. E. O. GRAY: 1 think it should be
dong by right,

Hon. H. Tuckey: If the Commission fakes
the land, the owner does not construet the
rond.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Then the Commis-
sion should pay towards the cost of con-
struction.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt; The Commission
puys half and the local authority pays the
other half.

Hon, E. H. GRAY : Ti is not provided for
in the Bill, and the Commission need hot
wake any payment unless it wishes,

The PRESIDENT: 1 saggest that this
dialogne might be adjourned.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We all realise the
tremendous problem facing the Commission
in the provision of houxes. T want to offer
construetive eriticism to the Commission
and the Minister, whigh T think would be of
welue, Whon T was onorary Minister T
had disenssions with the Town Planning
Commissioner as to the possibility of lift-
ing the building bylaws in the metvopolitan
area and releasing a large number of houses
for the nse of the public. This is a very
touchy problem, but the housing position
Bns gradually worsemcd because of the
great number. of peaple who are getting
married, so that more houses are required
than ever before. The consequence is that
we shall have to look for other means of
providing accommodation, besides building
new houses. In the metropolitan distriet
there are at least 1,000 houses that could
be made available for ocecupation if the
building bylaws were eased, especially with
rexard to flats, and if parmission were given
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to people to provide temporary flats
their homes.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why did not y«
Government do these things$

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Because the probl
was not so acute then as it is today,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What, six moni
ago?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Every week the po
tion is getting worse. Mr. Fraser point
out that 630 families require houses
the Fremantle district and thousands
people are waiting for homes.

Hon. L, B. Bolton: 8o they were t-
years ago,

Hon, G. Fraser:
two years ago.

Hon. J. A, Dimmift: No there was no

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is no use sayi
what should have been done in the pa
We have to deal with the present. I thi
that this is a way of providing housing ¢
commodation for a lot of people. The
wonld be ‘about 500 houses available in t
Perth road board district; 100 in I
mantle; 30 in East Fremantle; 100 in Ct
tesloe, Claremont and Nedlands; 50
Subiaco; and 200 betweery Perth and Mi
tand Junction.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Where did you g
your figures?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: I am guessing, b:
ing my judgment on personal exzperien
when I was Honorary Minister. We we
in trouble all the time! There are mai
people who have raised families and a
living alone in big houses. There are mal
buildings in the metropolitan distriet, wi
five to seyen rooms. They would be frc
30 to 50 years old and are well built, Th
will be standing when our present mode
buildings are falling down, because th
are good, solidly-huilt structures, Tho
houses could be convertod into flats. Peor
who have no regard for home comforts
decent home conditions are quite prepan
to rent rooms at tremendous prices.

But the majority of decent people wl
have no families of their own will not agr
to let rooms. They would agree to ere
temporary partitions; and most of the
houses have two entrances. For an expend
ture of £30 to £40 in each instance, I thi:
that at least 1,000 houses in the loealiti
I have mentioned could he made, availah

There was a war
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" for 1,000 families, There are many people
who own these houses who would be quite
willing to veside with friends of a
similarly advanced age and make their
homes available for others to live in. The
only way this can be achieved is to call
local authorvities together. It will have to
be done carefully, if the Government de-
cides to try out the secheme.

We must suspend the building bylaws
with regard to flats and the Govérnment
must issue by proclamation other bylaws
to cover every area with regard to altera-
tions to buildings and their conversion into
flats. T think it eould be done under our
present Municipal Corporations Aet and
Road Districts Aet; but if not, there is
ample time, for the Government to intro-
duce the necessary amending legislation to
male this possible. There are many young
people in the Old Country—bricklayers,
carpenters and plumbers—who eannof come
here becanse there is no accommodation for
them. T receive letters from folk in the
0ld Country, I had one last week from a
man I do not know. He is a young man
who was born in the same place as I was.
TIc heard about me and wrote to me. He
is a bricklayer with two children, and he
has been waiting for 12 months to eome
out here but eannot get anyone o nomin-
ate him. He needs a place in which to live,
T made inquiries from the Migration
Department and was told that ‘aceommoda-
tion must be provided which must be ap-
proved by our own department.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: You should see Mr.
Calwell!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We want the men,
This is n method whereby 1,000 houses could
he made available for people and whereby
the desperate sitnation of many folk could
he eased. We have to lock after the children.
The crowded conditions under which child-
ren are living must lead to an inerepse in
erime.  They arp not getting a fair deal,
Every child in Western Australia is entitled
to the same treatment as others and the
same opportunity to live in decent, clean,
roomy corditions, I think the Commission
should restriet the size of houses being
ereeted. “

A stop should be put to the building of
five and six-roomed houses for the time
being, and inquiries should be made as to
the possibility of plans being prepared and
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building permits given for two and three
rooms with provision for the rest of the
building to he added later on when the
housing position bas cased. I know that
mistakes have Leap mude in the past through
people being nllowed to build houses just
as they wished, but I would prefer to live
in a two-roomed house with provision for
extension when malerials were available to
living in rowms with my wife and family
in dirty, confined, unhealthy conditions.

Hon. - G. Fyaser: You do not remember
the mistake 1hat was made in building two--
roomed house~ 40 yrars ago!

Hon, E. H, GCRAY: The mistuke that was

made then was 1hat in those two-roomed
houses the hack was built first.

Hon. G. Fraser: Thére is still a hack
and ng front.

Hon. E, H. GRAY :.If the front is bnilt,
the back ean he added afterwards.

Hon, H. Tuckey: The farmers were
forced to do that.

Hon. E, H. ARAY: We must do some-
thing to case the present position and I
hope the Government will examine this plan.
1 know that ithe Town Planning Commis-
sioner was net in favour of it. He was too
frightened. 3¢ snid it was dangerous. In
North Perth vl Mi. Lawley there are many
houses that I feel certain people would
veadily make available if they were allowed
to spend a few pounds for the purpose of
temporarily eonverting them into flats. We
have to do everything possible to ease the
present awful position of housing. Mention
has been made of the Melville Camp and -
other places. 1 have seen them and I con-
sifler they are lo he preferred to the hun-
dreds of other placey in whieh people aro
living in the city and -suburbs.  People
naturally want to live in their own houses,
but those living in the places mentioned hy
Mr, Fraser are much worse off than people
living in these camps. I hope the proposal
will be examined and a report obtained,
and the loes] authorities sounded out. If
the Government approaches the local amth-
orities I think the majority of them will
see the necessity of doing everything pos-
sible to ease the present position. I believe
they will agree 1o the proposal. I think
many elderly persons would be willing and
anxious to share their homes with other
people on the lihes 1 have suggestéd.
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Hon. G. Fraser; You are an optimist!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The hon. member
might be surprised to know the number of
people who have made applications to me
for help in getting their houses subdivided.
Throughout the metropolitan area the pre-
sent building bylaws provide that where a
house is subdivided irto flats there shall be
separate bathroom and lavatory accommoda-
tion, which could not be provided under the
present condition of affairs. The paradox
is that a person can take as many people
as he likes into his house to live, but if he
divides it into flats, for the same number
of people, he must then provide separate
lavatory and Dbathroom accommodation.
The bylaw I suggest would make it
prossible for four®or five people to share
the one hnthroom and lavatory for the time
heing.  One finds, in many country hotels,
perhaps 20 or 30 guests, yet the maximum
hathroom aceommodation is seldom more
than two or three haths. TUnder those con-
ditions 1 think one lavatory and one bath-
room would be sufficient for an elderly
“eouple in one flat to share with a married
couple, with perhaps one ehild, in the other
flat. I support the second reading and trust
this proposal will receive attention from
the Government.

HON, C. H, SIMPSON (Central) [8.33]:
Criticisms have been levelled af the sugges-
tfion that a woman should be appointed to
the Commission. I think the Bill is a sound
measure ond that the appointment of a
woman to the Commission, as well as the
appointment of an ex-Servieeman, iz a good
ilea. It bas been suggested that the prime
function of the Commission is produection
—and T agree—but there are other aspects
of its work in which I believe a woman
conld render useful servipe. The Commis-
sion mast decide on a locality where houses
are to built, and a woman might have in
mind the view obtainable from that loeality.
She wonld require to he sure that it was
# well-drained area and suitable for garden-
ng,

Hon, (. Fraser: Do you not think the
Commission could see to that?

Hon, €. H, SIMPSON: Not always, A
woman would want to see that it was close to
a school and transport, The woman is the
one primarily conecerned in the home. T
know of one place where a number of
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houses were built in a low lying area. Some
of the |and is entirely unsuitable and in one
case the chimney is parting company from
the rest of the house. Had a woman had
anything to do with the selection of that
land I do not think that area would hive
been chosen. I can imagine eircumstances
under which a board composed wholly ot
men might simply say “Let us take this big
piece of ground and cheapen the cost by
constructing 30 houses in the one vieinity.”

A woman, lhaving a different point of
view, would probably suggest the selection
of two or three areas, which might be a little
morte costly but would allow ap improvement
in the amenities, and ultimately make the
properties of greater value. The question was
raised of the suitability of an ex-Service-
man for appointment to the Commission.
Most of the houses now being built are for
ex-Servicemen. Mr. Fraser said that the
question might be raised of from what sec-
tion of the Serviees the appointee should
come, 1 do not think the average ex-Service-
man would care two hoots about that. T
believe he would take the view that another
ex-Serviceman would have a sympathetic
understanding of his problems, and he would
be satisfieq with that representation.

Hon, G. Fraser: They might like fo have
a zay ahout the appointment.

Hon. . H. SIMPSOXN: I think we can
leave it to the Commission to select a suit-
able nominee. As (o the incremase in the
maximum from £1,250 to £1,500, I think
that is a recognition of the fact that costs
have risen and may be expected to rise still
further owing to the introduetion of the 10-
hour weck. T heard over the air this morn-
ing that in England the cost of houses has
risen by 300 per cent. Although £1,500 may
he the new maximum, there is no obligation
on the worker to seleet a house costing that
amount. He might be prepared to aecept a
house costing less. 1 understand that the
square footage of the house depends upon
the number of persons who are to ocenpy
it, and the area has a great effect on the
cost, So many squares are allowed for a
certain number of persons.

Hon, (i, Fraser: The number of persons
to live in the house does not come into if.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: That point was
raised when I was pursuing an inquiry for
one of my constituents. The Housing Com-
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mission said that the number of squares al-
lotted for that house was already sufficient.
A man with six children would want a
larger house, which might eost £1,500.

Hon. G, Fraser: And what chance would
Le have of paying for it?

Hon. C. H, SIMPSON: Often the older
members of the family eontribute to the
family exebequer. Su¢h a man might he
better off and have hetter prospects of pay-
inz for his house thar would a man who
did not have the same number of ehildren.

Hon. &, Fraser: That might be so, when
the children beeame adults, but that time
might be a long way off.,

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: There has been
some criticism on the question of providing
roads. Obviously, roads being necessary, a
local anthority might not have sufficient
funds to build them, and the measure pro-
videx that the Commission ecan advance
money for construction of roads. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [840]: I
cannot agree with Mr, Simpson as to the
virtue of appoeinting a woman to the Com-
mission.  Although I will: not oppose the
move, I eannot see of what nse she will be
on the Commission, as it is not a position
in which a woman ean render any special
serviee, There are already five members of
the Commission to look after the points
raised by Mr. Simpson.

Hon. . Fraser: They should not be there,
if they cannot do that.

Ilon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not wish to
oppoce the appointment of a woman to the
Commission, though T do not think she wiil
he of any use there, Under Clause 4 it is
proposed to inerease the number of members
of the Commission from five to seven. What
on earth for? Can anyone tell me what is
the necessity of having seven members on
the Clommission, unless it is to make it un-
wieldy?

ITon, C. H. Simpson: Ts it not to be in-
creased from seven to nine?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: No, from five to
seven, There is no necessity for a Commis-
sion of that nature to he so large. Govern-
ments, both State and Commonwealth, have
rone mud” in the matter of appointing
honrds and commissions, Nowadays every-
thin:: must have a2 board or commission to
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control it. This Commission of five is quite
large enough for sound and expeditions
working, and from my experience I think
that with seven members it will become un-
wieldy. I intend to place on the notice paper
an amendment to strike out paragraph (a)
of Clause 4, so 2s to leave the number of
members at five. I intend also to move an
amendment to paragraph {a) of Subsection
(2) of Section 9, which lays down that
three members shall be members of the Civil
Service. We have two very important offi-
cers on this Commission at present. One
of them is Mr. Reid, the Under Treasurer,
and surely he is already overbnrdened with
his own work, without having to devote time
to a Commission of this nature.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Surely his is already
a ful] time joh!

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: Of eourse it is,
and more particularly as he has so fre-
quently to visit the Eastern States. He has
no right to be on this or any other Commis-
sion. I have always ohjected strongly to
leading officers and ezecutive heads being
placed on boards or eommissions ontside their
own jurisdietion. Let them do their own
work instead of delegating it to others while
filing outside functions. The position of the
other officer to whom I have referred is also
diffiecnlt. He has to leave his own work to
attend meetings of the Commission, His own
Jjob should oceupy his time for eipht hours
or more a day and it is wrong that he should
have to attend meetings of the Commission.
I have mentioned what I intend to do when
the Bill reaches the Committee stage; that
is to strike out paragraph (a) of Clause 4
and leave the Commission with five members
and also to amend Section 9 by striking out
the word “three” and inserting the word
“one,” which will mean one eivi]l servant
only in order to free these important offi-

. cers for their own work.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What about the other
man?

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: T will not dictate
to the Government as to- whom it shall ap-
point to the Commission.

Hon. 1. B. Bolton: What about the other
eivil servant who is already on the Com-
mission?

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: There must be one
eivil servant on the Commission, but I do
not agree to the two men I have mentioned
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being on jt. Those officials must be freed
and the Government should certainly see
that they are released from these positions
As for the rest of the Bill, I am in accord
with the provisions and will support the
second reading, reserving to myself the right
at the Committee stage to move the amend-
ments I have indicated,

On motion by Hon. E. M. Davies, debate
adjonrneg,

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Ileading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
5. W. Parker—DMetropolitan-Suburban)
[8.46] in moving the second reading said:
The Bill may appear to members to be
lengthy but it wil] not present any diffi-
culties in dealing with it. The object is to
amend certain provisions of the parvent Act
which was passed in 1943 hut has never
heen proclaimed. The amendments em-
hodied in the Bill provide for no radical
changes and if members feel that they would
destre further information than T propose
to give this evening, I shall endeavour to
comply with their wishes at the Committea
stage, T do not think it necessary to traverse
the history of the Companies Aet, except to
say that in 1943 after a Royal Commission
had made extensive inquiries and various
hodies had been consulted, a rather formid-
able Bill was presented to Parliament and
in doe course was placed on the statute-book.

In its final form it eontained many schedules

and 400 odd seetions.

Since the Aet was passed certain defeets
and errors have been found as well as var-
ious anomalies. For instanee, if members
peruse Clause 3 they will see that it affects
Sertion 3 in which the eourt is described
as the “Supreme Couyrt.” Obviously that
should be altered to refer also to a judge of
the Sopreme Court or the Master of the
Supreme Court when acting for the ecourt.
Then again, Clause 4 deals with three small
amendments to Section 28 in regard to the
similarity of names of companies. Tt was
found that the section did not go far enough.
Reference is made in it to the Registration
of Tirms Act which, however, was repealed
and replaced by the Business Names Aect. Tt

1

[COUNCIL.]

bhecomes necessary to insert the name of the
latter Act in place of the earlier Aect.

Clause 5 will amend Section 36 and this
has been requested by the Registrar of
Cbmpanics,  That section, in Subseetion
{1), requires a company when making an
allotment of shares to submit certain inform-
ation to the Registrar of Companies within
one month. At the same time in other parts
of the Act references to the same matter
deal with a period of days. The object of
the elause is to alter the month to 28 days
50 that the Aet will be consistent in that re-
gard. Section 150 is to bo amended hy
Clause 6 and is necessary beeause the seetion
provides that a company must advise the
Registrar within 14 days of the appeintment
of its first divectors and of any change of
the dirvectorate. As the Act does not pro-
vide a time limit in which an existing com-
pany must file a list of its direetors. the
amendment in the clanse sets out that this
shall be done within three months of the
commencement of the Act.

Clause 7 affects Subseetion (6) of Section
154 which prohibits any director from deal-
ing with his company. When that provi-
sion was included in the Aet, the position
regarding proprietary and co-operative
companies was overlooked, Directors of
such companies usuaily deal with the con-
cerns in the ordinary way, and as the Aet
stands they would he lirble to a penalty.
Take the position regarding Co-operative
Bulk-handling Litd. Ali the directors are
active farmers and if the amendment in the
Bill is not agreed to that will not be pos-
sible. Then again, a man who belongs to a
co-operative company and happens to he
divector could not have any dealings with
that company without acting in eontliet with
the Aect. ’

Clnuse 8 deals with Seetion 163 which
sets out that every no-liability ecompany
shall each vear report to the Registrar of
Companies certain particulars reparding
mortgages and charges, which are required
to he registeret under the Aet, This was a
drafting error as mortgages and charges of
no-liability rompanics are not required to he
registered under the Aect. The provision is
therefore to he amended to refer to mort-
gages and charges affecting the properiy of
the company. Clause § rectifies a position
in respeet of forfeited shares and thu sce.
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tion in this respect is to apply only alter
the commencement of the Act. Clavse 10
provides for an amendment  requiring
forvign” companies to advertise parliculars
regarding the situation of their offices and
the hours of business.

- .

Clause 11 recasts Section 331 which alsu
deals with foreign eompanies.  Subseetion
{2} of that section has been queried hy
the legal authority with respect to the vight

o collect fees angd that has involved the

amendment sot out in the Bill which rectifies
this and other Aeficiencies that have been dis-
covered regarding the change of agents, ete.,
evidence of whieh s necessary in all legal
proceedings.  Clause 12 makes provision for
foreign companies to advise the -Registrar of
any alteration of their names and eapital.
A dlerieal error has been discovered in Section
337 which provides that a forcign company
voluntarily ecasing bnsiness in the State
shall give at least three months' notice of
its intention to wind up its activities and
to give notice of such intention in three con-
seenutive numbers  of the “Government
Giazelte” and jn one daily newspaper. Mem-
bers will see that an obvious error erept in
therg and the amendment jn the Bill pra-
vides for the advertisement to appear in
three conseeutive issues of a daily newspapor
and in the “Covernment Gazebte” as well.

Section 347 provides that registers of loeal
shareholders of any forveign eompany shall
he kept at the eompany’s loeal office. As at
present drafted, it is applieable only to com-
panies registering after the Aet eomes into
loree and zo the amendment embodied in
Clause 14 will cause to be included those
companies already registered under the re-
pealedd Act. Seetion 347 also provides that
foreimn companies in this State shall keep
a register of all shareholders who may apply
to he ineluded therein. As the laws of some
countries do not permit the keeping of such
a register, the Bill proposes that the re-
rister shall include the names of Western
Australian residentg and of sharcholders re-
~ident in other States and countries where
the law is not repugnant te their inclusion.

Hon, L. B, Bolton: That will he an ex-
pensive matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think so.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I think that clause
should he amended.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: When we
deal with the Bill in Committee, T may he
able to give the hon, member further in-
formation. Clause 15 corrects an error in

-Section 336 which states that the Registrar

of Companies shall be advised of any ‘court
order amending the loenl register of share-
holders of any foreign company required by
the Aet to send in a list of its members, This
is another obvious error as the Act does not
require a foreign company to send a lst
of its members to the Registrar, as such a
company may have thousands of share-
!‘.olders in other countries, The amendment
in the clause will rectify the incorrect word-
ing and make the provision applieable to
foreign companies registered under the Act.
Section 359 is considered by the Registrar
and legal authorities to be unworkable in its
present form. Clause 16 adjusts the position
and makes it elear so that no difficulty should
he experienced in the future regarding the
issue of new shares or dehentures,

_ Clanse 17 inscrts a new subscetion in See-
tion 364 to provide that the cost of any
andit ardered by the Registrar shall he fixed
by the Registrar and paid from the funds ot
the company concerned. Clause 19 correets
an error in Scetion 374, which calegorises
the events ihat may terminate the Fowistra.
tion of an authorised sharvebroker. (lause
?0 corrects u small elerieal error thut erept
into Section 387 and Clause 21 yemoves From
the Aet an authority given to the Atlormey
{eneral that cannot be ecarried ont. Sub-
..soction (3) of Scetion 404 states that if it
15 il]]])gssibln for any company to appoint
as auditor or liquidator a person registered
under the Aet to earry ont such duties, then
Lhe Attorney General may, on the report of
the Registrar, appoint an unregistered per-
son.

~ Such an appointment may be neees-ary in
a distvict where no auditor oy liquid;ltor‘
registered under the Act is avnilable, The
amendment proposes te remove the authority
of the Attorney General to appoint an un-
registered liquidator. Under. Section 184,
which deals with liquidators, an unregistered
liquidator may be appointed only by thd
court, and the Attorney General has, there-
fore, no power in that vegard. Apart from
some minor provisions, those I have outlined
are the more important amendments in the
Bill and T feel sure that hon, members, if they
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compare the clanses with the sections ot the
Act which they affect, will find nothing tu
eavil at in any shape or form. The amend-
menls have been suggested by cxperts, prin-
vipally the Registrar of Companies, the In-
stitute of Accountants and the legal fra-
ferntly. I move—

Thit the Bill he now read a secomd time.,

(i motion lfy Hon. C. G. Latham, dehate
aul journed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (llon. H.
8. W. Parker- Metropolitan-Suburban) :
I move—

That the Toure at its risving adjoeurn till
Tueaday the 28th October,

v (Question put and passed,

Houve adjourned at 858 pom.

Tegislative Assembly.
Wednesday, 22nd Octobher, 1947,

uestione: *Preston River, as to ineasures to over-

come flooding ..

Nartham High "h:hool a8 to upenlng of domestic
sclence centre ..

sillcosts [ miners a8 to aluminium’ therﬂ.py treat-
ment ..

Workers' (‘ompenuution Ros al Commisrion, an
to P\ ld ence of Acting Commissioner of Natlve

Asuent to Blll - .
Leave of Absence 1421

IMila: Lond Allenation 'Hestriction Act Amendment
(Contlnunnee), 1k, .. 1421
Rural and Industelen Bank Act Amendment, 1R, 1421
Formers® Debix Adjuatmvnt Arct Amendmt‘nt.

{ continuance), 1R 1421
Industry {Advances), 1R. 1421
Wheat Marketing, report 1421
Child Wi elfare, further report 1421

Inspeetion of Machinery Act Amendme nt, n-pm-t 1421

Muniripal Corporations Act Amendnient (No. 1),
returned .

Milk Act Amendment, retidned |

AMailn Uonds Acta (Funds Approprintion), ‘returned

HRaad Districts Aet Amendment (No. 1) ceturned

Western Australlan Tlush Nurslng Trust Act
Amendment, retuened 1430

Taw Reform {{° nntrilmtnry Negligence and Tnl‘L

feasops’ Contribution), retuened 43¢

\[unlripnl {"orporations Act Amend ment (Na. 2 1430
2. ..

Hoad I)lntrkt-« Act Amendment (\u ). 2. 1443

Sapply (Ne. 2), £3,100,000, returned . . 1440

Constitullon  Acts Amendment {No. 1), 2n.,
amendment 440

Hamjmhire & Sons’ cattle and T.1L. Select Commltter,
consideratlon of report 1381

Motlon : ald, a4 to trentme nt of re frachnry nrﬁ
Trased J480

Annun) Estimntes, Can. uF'-!upplv menerol debate .. 1440

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.tn. and read pravers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS.
PRESTON RIVER,
s to Measures to Oreveome Flooding.

Mr. MURRAY (on notice) asked the Min-
ister for Works:

In view of statement: to deputation re.
earding Preston River flooding, will he in-
form the House—-

(1) Is it intended to construet levees
from siltage reclaimed from riverbed?

(2) Will he cnsure that heavy clay ob-
struction (at point -known as Johnston’s
Bridge} will be removed to a satisfactory
depth?

(3) What type of ‘‘dragline’’ is pro-
posed for earrying out this work?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) The levee banks will be construeted
of material obtained from other sources.
Bilt removéd from the river, where suit-
able, will also he utilised.

{2) A report will be obtained.

(3} Dependent on No. (2).

NORTHAM HIGH SCHOOIL.
As to Opening of Domeatie Science Centre.

Hon, A, R. (&, HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Education:

(1) What are the causes responsible for
the delay in opening the, new domestie
science centre nt the Northam High School?

{2) When iz the centre likely to be
apened?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Delay is entirely due to shortage of
materinls and labour in the provision of
Purnishings and furniture.

{2) Tt is proposed to open the centre on
or about the 23th November.

SILICOSIS IX MINERS.
dx to Alumininm Therapy Treatment,

Mr. SMITH {(on notice) asked the Min-
ister vepresenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) What progress has been made in the
matter of installing apparatus for adminis-
{eving alnmininm therapy in the gold min-
ing industry?

(2} Ts there any truth in the allegation
that an approach has been made by the
(overmment to the Mine Workers’ Relief



