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The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERN'MENT: A very abort txplanation will
suffice to satisfy members that the amend-
ment should be agreed to.

Mr. Mfarshall: I do not know why the
Minister did not notice this error when the
Bill was in Committee.

The M1INISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: This amendment is brought
in consequence of a point raised by
the member for Roebourne, which I
undertook to have looked 'into, as to
whether if this clause were not limited
to Subsection (I) of the Act, it would
be possible for the driver of a tram
to be asked to produce his license. I ex-
pressed the opinion that as under the Traffic
Act no license wass required by a tram-driver
he could not be asked to produce it. On
submitting the point to the Crown Law De-
partment I was advised that that was the
proper legal rendering of the matter, but in
order to place the point beyond all possible
doubt, it was desirable to insert the words
included in this amendment. For that rea-
son they 'were inserted by another place. I
move-

That the amnendment he, agreed to.

Question put and passe; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

House adjoursetl at 10.37 p.m.

Wednesday, 22nid October, 1947.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Lieu t.-Governor received

and read notifying assent to the Western
Australian Trotting Association Act Amend-
ment Bill,

QUESTION.

FREMANTLE DOCK.

As to RecommencAtion by Mr. Tydeman.

Ron. E. MX DAVIES (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:-

(1) Has Mr. Tydeman yet made any re-
commendation regaarding the establishment
of a dock at Fremantle T

(2) If not, will the Minister arrange for
him to do sotI

The XISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

BILLS (6)-THIRD READING.
1, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-

ment (No. 1).
Returned to the Assembly with amend-

muerts.
2, Milk Act Amendment.
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3, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-
ion).

4, Road Districts Act Amendment (No.
1).

5, Western Australian Bush Nursing
Trust Act Amendment.

6, Law Reform (Contributory Negligence
and Tortfensors' Contribution).

Passed.

BILL--TRArFiC ACT AMEND)MENT.

Assembly's Afessge

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amendment.

BILL-SUPLY (No. 2), £83,100,000.

&ianding Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, re-
solved:

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a Supply,
Bill to pans through all stages at the one
sitting.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. rnrkcr-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[4.421 in moving the second reading said:
This is the second Supply Bill submitted tbis
session and it seeks further Supply pending
the passing of the Estimates and the Appro-
priation Bill. Supply granted by the pre-
vious Bill amounted to £2,100,000, made up
as follows:-

Consolidated Revenue
General Loan Fund .-

Advance to Treasurer

2,20'
201
30'

t2,7 0

Under the authority ranted by
the expenditure for the first three
of this financial year, that is, to
September, 1047, was £2,904,198.
sent Bill seeks to obtain additionni
to the extent of £8,100,000 mad
follows:

Consolidated Revenue
General Loan Fund

2,50
60

-£3,10

This should meet the situation u
time as the Appropriation Bill

passed. The total expenditure for the three
months ended the 30th September, 1947, was
£4,123,667, made up as follows-

£,
Special Acts
Governmental
Public Utilities

1,219,469
1,326,705
1,577,493

£4,12,3,667

Interest and sinking fund payments are in-
cluded under the item "Special Acts" and
totalled £1,008,564.

Revenue for the three months amounted
to £3,771,266, resulting in a deficit of
L352,401. Revenue was made up as £91-
lows-

Taxation
Territorial
Law Courts
Departmental
Royal Mint
Commonwealth Grants
Public Utilities .-

Trading Concerns

£S
976,179
206,817

20,057
454,945

11,761
429,609

1,668,435
2,863

£3,771,266

The general resumption of peace-time ac-
tivities, allied to increased costs due to basic
wage adjustments, higher charges for
materials and the commencement 'of a con-
siderable amount of deferred work, baa
caused expenditure to rise. I have pleasure
in moving-

That the Bill be now road a second time.

f speaking to the Bill, I wish to say at the
0,000 outset that I have no intention whatever of

Ono attempting to withhold Supply in a, way
0-0 similar to what was done in Victoria, he-
0,000 cause on that paiticular question I hold

- very strong views that this Chamber should
that Bill not interfere with the financial policy of the

months Government of the day. Therefore, it is
the 30th not my desire to do anything to hold up
The pre- Supply. I desire to speak on the measure,
I Supply however, because I want to draw attention
e up as to -what I consider is a very urgent prob-

1cm, one that is agitating the public mind
£ of this State and one that so far is not near

0,000 a solution. The particular subject to which
0,000 1 refer is housiiig. I do not propose to

0,00o deal with all angles of that question, but
merely at the early stages, to make one or

atil such two references to the granting of permits
has been to civilians. On that point I wish to quote
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a statement that was made by the Deputy These are the words of the Premier's Policy
Premier when delivering his Policy Speech.

Here I may mention that some time ago
I asked a question on this particular sub-
ject and inadvertently said "the Premier in
his Policy Speech" whereas I should have
said "the Deputy Premier." The answer
to the question was that no promise of this
description had been made by the Premier.
That is quite correct; but I understand
that both the Premier and the Deputy Pre-
mier when delivering their Policy Speeches
were in collaboration with each other, and
in effect, what one said the other would
stand by. I was therefore technically
wrong in the question that I asked; it was
the Deputy Premier who made the state-
ment, which was "Relaxation of permits to
enable young married couples to get a
home." I believe the Deputy Premier in
his speech also mentioned they would get
the permit provided they could show
urgent need.'

I inskeJ'T question because of the fact
that I had not known of any two-unit
family in Fremantle who had received a
Permit, notwithstanding the fact. that quite
a large number had applied; and they
could prove what the Deputy Premier
said would be taken into consideration
-hardship. I have had cases brought
to my notice that I am prepared to
allow to be examined and compared
with thoe( vases in which persons may
hz4'e got permits. I ask, quite reasonably,
that sonme consideraltion should be extended
to the applicants in the Fremantle area. I
know of one man who served in the Middle
East, blazed the Kokoda Trail, returned to
the State and married. The only place he
could1( take his wife to was an enclosed
veraindah at his parents' home. He has
been ref u-ed a permit.

I know of no other case where the cir-
enjastanees are similar, nor do I knowv of

aworse case. Yet we find the Govern-
meat, even at this early stage in its his-
tory, not standing up to its promises. I
van quote other cases of two-unit families
suffering thki hardship; but, as I mentioned
earlier, I do not intend to deal thoroughly
with the civilian side. I will let this phase
,, With the mention of that one particular
easc. 1)uring the election campaign, we
were also promised by both the Premier
.and the Deputy Premier that there would
be a speeding up in the matter of housing.

Speech at Pinjarra-
Housing to be speeded up. Au opportunity

to be afforded every family to own a home.

At the time the Government took over, the
position in regard to the issue of permits
for tiniber-frarned asbestos houses-and
that operated until two or three months
ago-was that when ani applicant was ap-
proved for a permit, he was asked to sub-
mit his plans and specifications and, on re-
ceipt of them, and their being checked by
the quantities officer, a permit was issued.
But what is the position today? Within
the last couple of months we find that an
applicant, approved after examination by
the inspectors, has to wait approximately
eight months to get his permit for a tim-
ber-framed house. In dealing with that
phase, I have a letter which was received
by a person who was approved on the 6th
August last. Up to a few days prior to
that time, the supplying of plans and speci-
fications was the only hold-up of the per-
mit.

Let members say what interpretation
they would put on these words contained
in a letter dated the 19th August, and ad-
dressed to a man who received his pre-
liminary permit on the 6th August-"Yonr
application to build has been approved for
issue in October." N.aturally, that person
thought, as would anyone else, that he
would receive his permit in October. It
did not come along, so I made investig-
tions arid discovered that, if everything
goes all righit between now and then, hel
will receive his permit next March-am-
proximately eight months from the time of
receiving the preliminary approval. I could
quote other such cases, but I have particu-
larly mentioned this one to show that the
Goverunment, instead of improving the hous-
ing position, has slipped badly. In the last
three mnonths the position has deteriorated
so that, instead of a permit being issued
inimneiately on r~eeipt of plans and speci-
fications, there is now a wait of eight
months. The positi~n in regard to brick
permits is worse. A person who today gets
on the priority list for a brick home will
not receive a permit until more than 12
months have elapsed. That is the achieve-
ment of a Government which got on to the
Treasury bench because, in a large measure,
of its promises to handle the housing posi-
tion.
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Another phase Ih wish to deal with, and
he one I roso.rnainly to speak about, is in
wnniection with the Commion wealth-State
iousing rents) scheme. I remind members
hat a few weeks ago a photograph, show-
ng the eemouiny of the handing over of
hie key for the thousandth house built, ap-
wnared in "'rThe West Australian." My corn-
nent on that is that I have never seen such
tolitical effrontery in this State! I have no
-bjcrtion to the Premier's handing over the
:ey, hut I searched the photo and the
p eeches made at the time, and in no case
ould I find any reference to the people
esponsihie for the huilding of that home.
Ua a matter of fact, not one borne.
if the *thousaud was built as a result
tf a tender or ceontract 'signed by
be present Administration. I have seen
inny political actions in this State,
aut never a greater example of ab-
orbing the reflected glory of someone else's
chievement than that.

But what made it worse-I might have
orgiven the Government for that phas--
'as that whoever was in charge of the at-
angemtents for tho function did not bare
i dicee to send an invitation to any
watber of the Government responsible for
igning the contract for the building of that
housandth home. Of eoprse, the Govern-
ient will not get away with that sort of
ling witlhnut somne publicity,, I hope no
airthier inriilt'nts of that kind will occur in
we political lire of this State. I quite agree
'at the (invernment is entitled to get, if it
in, tirilit, hut not to do so in that manner.

OInc aspec-t of thie Commonwealth-State
.'ntill scheilie I want to deal with is that
r the pieolie who 'have been placed in
imps or converted Army huts at Melville,
sin Park, Mosman Pork and, I believe,
aDith Guiltford. The idea, when those camnps
pre decided upon, was that they were to
Sstaging cutups; the people were to he

laceed ill thlen' whilst awaiting the building
,Comlmonlwealth-State homes. But what

j we find ! Some of these peCople have al-
.ady betn there for 18 months or two years,
id the likelihood is; that they will be there
it man -y years to come. But, at the sumc
[no., People. who have never at any period

cn 'in these camps are being allotted
Mlica. It is not a ease of first come, first
rved. The accommodation of peole mu-st

1)ri'tty bad before they aire allotted a

tea]

house by the Commission. The decent thing
would be to give some of the people in these
camps the opportunity to own a home int-

stead of having to remain in a staging camp
for many years

Whien we remember that the Government
is allotting four homes a month to the
people in these camps, and when we take
into account that there are, 130 families at
Melville, 10 at Gun Park and 20 at Mosmnan
Park-eaving out South CGildford or any
others that might be established-woe Cn
realise how long some of these people will
remain whore they are. The Government
should give greater assistance to those' whom
they have placed in tamps, supposedly tem-
porarily. The number of allocations should
be greatly increased. If there are other
applicants for homes, they should get the
same treatmnent that the people already in
the camps receive. I tdmnit there are pos-
sibly some whom we would not put into any
new home, but they are the Peeption and
not the rule. So I plead with the Govern-
ment to give greater consideration to the
pqpple who, unfortunately, have to live in
these converted camps, so that they may
have a chance to obtaini a home built under
the Commonwealth-State rental scheme.
With appiroximately 100 families waiting-
for homes the construction of four houseb
a month is altogether too low a rate, and,
with~out further delay that number should
be increased.

I referred to the Commonwealth-State
rental housing schemep. Whilst I may be ac-
cused of being parochial I desire to deal
particularly with the position in the Fre-
mantle area. According to answers supplied
to me byv the Minister for Mlines, in lFre-
mantle there arc 630 applicants under the
Cominwen~th-State rental scheme. I will
quote some of the eases that have been put
before the Governrnent cases in which appli-
cations have beet] lodged for several months.
These are instances thalt have conie under
my personal notice. There is a man, his
wife and three children living in a house
that was condemned on the 4th July. The
condemnation order was to take effect on
the 17th September. In order that these
people might not he thrown out I had to go
cap in hand to the district health officer and
ask that the order be not enforced. What
a ridiculous positionL it is that a member
of Parliament should have to go to a health
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authority and ask that certain people should desire to
not he evicted! many ens

The Minister for Mines: What health Hon. '(
authority I arc up f(

Ron. G. FRASER: The health authority Hon. C
of the local governing body. Ha h order more east
been executed on the 17th September the PoliticalI
tenant and owner, would have been liable when I a
to a penalty. In order to give the Govern- i.K being d~
meat an opportunity to do something for months tc
these people I asked the local authority to do somell
extend the time for the execution of the been fair
order. Then there is the case of the man, Hon. I
his wife and 10 children, living in a home start whe
that was condemned on the 15th May. These Hn
people are still living on the premises. The on. so
same circumstances apply there as applied donsn

inthe other case. There is another instance 17 mand,1

of six adults living in a place that was con- 17an

demned on the 23rd March. A further case pitn
is that of a man, his wife and five children p Intn
living in quarters which consist ofj a kitchen, are work

one room and a back verandah. That place 'some p~eo
wilt be condemned immediately the family wihose 0ce

moves out. There is another ease of two is the as
families living in a four-roomed house. There islvn
are four adults and six children and in orpe windows

room toadults and five chitdren are sleep- three gil!
ing. A condemnation order will be issued tregr

when these people move out, bunt the tocal ing that
authrites re hldia teir andin iew There is

auhrtisae odngter adinve so the co
of the drastic position. stove. Be

Another case is that of a man, his are many
wife and five children living in a con- 'for roden
ilcmned bakehouse. These people have 1 have
received no consideration -whatever. They of that h
hold a No. 1 priority, but of what thing heir
use is that, when nothing is done? There State Uro
is another ease of a family that could not to Mr. Bi
be accommodated ip the Fremantle area. I for the
refer to a wile and three children living at thing.
Rockingham while the husband obtained a. Hon. L
room in the area in which he works, so that than that
he was able to go home at the week-enid.soehn
He was evicted from the room he occupi .ed soehn
because it was required by the people in the Hon. G
house. Eventually be obtained accommoda- will be pa
tion at Coogee in a~lean-to -where he is hous- Hon. L
ing his wife and children. No water is laid patience
on so that vateF has to be carried to the Hon,.G.
premises. Another case is that of a man lk h
living at Rockingham. He has beeni able ikea the h
to house his family there, but he has to -ride inf) atth
a push -bike for 21 miles to North Fremantle Ho.V
and back again each day. He has a No. 1 good one.
priority hut that is no use to him. I do not The PR

weary members by quoting to
as.
). B. Williams: Keep going; yo
ir election soon.

~. FRASER: I could quote man
as. I am not doing this for ain.
nove, but I have reached the poin
in out of patience because nothin
lon(-. I have held my hand for si

give the Government a chancet
ting. Up to date, I think I bav
in my criticism.

~. B. Bolton: Why did you DCo

n your people were in powerl

FRASER: Our people were busiething. Then there is the tase, o
is wife and three girls aged V~
9. These people are living abor
premises. Underneath them is.
establishment in which machine
ing all day. Alongside them ar
plc who are renting a room. an.
upation causes them to work earl-
oining. The family I refer t:
in quarters in which there are n
and the only ventilation is throug'
or. One roam is occupied by 18
s, and has to be used for the took
is required for the whole famil)
nio fireplace and there is no0 stovr
eking has to be done on a spini
cause it is an industrial area ther
rats about, and it is not unusua
ts to 'be seen about the premisesi
instanced a few cases I knov
Lava been held up pending some
ig done under the Commonwealth
using Scheme. This is my answe
olton. I1 hava -waited six month
uresent Government to do some

B. Bolton: You waited Jonge
for your own Government to di

FRASER: If tha hon. membe
tient 1) will tell him.

B 1. Bolton: I have not mudl
,v1th you.

*FRASER: The hon. member i:
ad wheelwright; he puts his spok'
.vrong place.

IJ. Mann; I understand he Is

ESTDENT: Order!
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Hon. G. FRASER: As I say, I waited
six months, the period during which the
(lovernment has been in office. Notwith-
standing there are 030 applicants under the
Commonweal th-Sta te Housingw Scheme, not
one contract had been signed for the build-
ing of a home in the Fremantle area until
a couple of weeks ago. That is the com-
plaint T have against the Government. If
it were doing- something I would be satis-
fied, but it made no attempt to do anything
until a fortnight ago. I could go on quot-
ing numbers of cases similar to those I have
mentioned.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is it a fact that con-
tractors will not tender for work in Fre-
mantle I

Hon. G. FRASER: I will deal with that.
My charge is that the Government has been
callous concerning the hardships of the Fre-
mantle people in connection with the Com-
monwealth-State rental scheme. Quite
enough serious oases have occurred to war-
rant the Government taking immediate ac-
tion. Until a fortnight ago not one con-
tract had been signed. The f act is that
builders did not tender.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: There you are.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
may be satisfied, hut I am not. Notwith-
standing all these eases of hardship four
months elapsed before the Government
called for tenders. When the tenders did
arrive, all that came in were two in num-
ber, and the cost of building was approxi-
mately 36 per cent, higher than in the ease
of contracts signed by the Labour Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Whom do you blame
for thatY

Hon. G. FRASER: The Government
issued a Policy Speech and blamed the Lab-
our Government for the present costs. I
will throwv that back on the Government and
say that it has done nothing to keep costs
in hand or to cut them down.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You caunot get away
with that.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Government
would not accept the tenders that came in
and made no effort to go on with the work
of building- homes. It sat down and did no-
thing until it felt the effect of the pressure,
brought to bear principally by Fremantle
members, on the question and only a fort-

night ago arranged for contracts for the
building of 20 homes at Hilton Park. That
was six weeks or so after it had refused
the previous tenders.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Were the new con-
tracts satisfactory?

Hion. G-. FRASER: I understand so. Ac
I say, six weeks elapsed between one lot
of tenders and the other, and the second lot
only came along because of the continual
pressure that was brought to bear upon the
Government. Suppose the Government had
not made these contracts for these 20
homes, would it have done anything of its
own volition I

The Minister for Mines: It would have
built the homes itself, as the previous Gov-
ernment did.

Hon. G. FRASER: It is time the Gov-
ernment did build homes. If it is, able W,
build them in South Perth and other parts
of the metropolitan area, why could not the
same thing be done in Fremantle? if
prices are too high, why does not the Gov-
ement do the work itself?

The ,Minister for Mines: The Govern-
ment is building a great many homes in
your province.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am talking about
the Fremantle area. There are contracts
for 45 houses to be hniiL in the coming
months in the Mosman Park area. In the
Freman tie area until two weeks ago not one
contract had been signed; now contracts for
20 houses have been made. Is the Govern-
ment satisfied to build 20 houses when there
are 630 applicants? It is time that it got
into action instead of waiting for pressure
to be brought to hear upon it. How long
will these people have to put up with this
sort of thing? We would ho) content if the
Goverenment did something, but my comn-
plaint is that it has, done practically.
nothing. For six months it certainly did,
nothing and now it is erecting 20 houses, a
number that is altogether insufficient. What
about those people who are still living in
eamps The Government has shown a cal-
l1ous disregard for them and others simi-
larly situated. I have given evidence of
that neglect, and I leave it to the Minister
to prove that what I have stated is wrong,
if he can do so. I challenge him to prove
that I am wrong and will listen very closely
to what he has to say. I hope he will tell

a
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me that it is the intention of the Government
to do something immediately and definitely
for the people in the Fremantle area, to re-
lieve the condition of suffering that is in
evidence.I

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The answer given to
that by your Government would have been
that it would not disclose its policy.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Labour Govern-
ment dlid build places in the Fremantle
area, and at Hilton Park and NMosman
Park. It put up a number of houses in the
first 18 months after the war was over; not-
withstanding the shortage of materials.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: You are missing the
spoon-feeding you were getting..

Hion. G. FRASER: We were not spoon-
fed. We do not ask for consideration above
what is extended to other districts, but we
do want reaponable consideration. If the
lion. member knowvs so much about the sub-
jeet, I invite him to follow me and show
where I am wrong, or explain that the
Labour Government did not build homes in
that area, or point out where it gave greater
consideration to building homes in that area.
All I am asking is a fairdeal for the
people in my district. 1Tp to date they have
not reebived one.

lion. W. J. Mann: They do not always
give it to other people.

lon. G. FRASER: I hope that in future
we shall be granted a little more considera-
lion in this direction.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) (5.16]:
it is with some temerity that I offer on the
Supply Bill the remarks I have in mind be-
cause the Leader of the House has already
told us that the first three months' financial
operations show a substantial 'deficit. Con-
sequently, I feel somewhat doubtfuli whether
Ihe remarks I intend to make will be popu-
lar. I wish to refer members to the allow-
ance made to the Lieut.-Governor of this
State. I have before me the statute passed
in 1889 under which the salary was set out.
Under the Constitution Act, the salary speci-
fied for the Governor is £4,000 a year; for
his private secretary £300; for the Clerk of
the Executive Council £250; for the Chief
,Justice £1,200, and for a Puisne Judge £900,
while the five Ministerial salaries are set
down as a total of £3,200. I have no ob-
jection to the present salaries paid and

shown on the Estimates, but since 1889 the
Governor's salary has remained at £4,000.
His private secretary wvill receive an in-
crease on the £300, although that sum was
paid, until this year, when it was proposed to
increase it by £50.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is not the Governor's
salary free of taxation?

Hon. C. C. LATHAM: It always has been;
there has been no alteration in that respect.
The position of Clerk of the Executive Coun-
cil was evidently a separate one in those
days. The salary of the Chief Justice has
been increased from £1,200 to £3,200 and
that of the Puisne judges from £900 to
£2,000. There are now eight Ministerial
salaries for which £8,200 is provided as com-
pared with five Ministerial salaries formerly
for which £3,200 was provided.

The value of money has changed greatly
since those early years. Recently a Governor-
General was appointed in the Commonwealth
sphere at a salary of £10,000, and I sup-
pose his duties are no more onerous than
arc those of the Governor of this State.
The Lieut.-Goveruor has occupied that posi-
tion for ait least 14 years at a salary of
£2,000 a year, and it is about time considera-
tion wvas given to increasing the amount.
We are not so poverty stricken as to be un-
able to pay the King's representative a de-
cent salary, and that is the way to look at
the matter. I hope the Government will give
the question serious consideration. I do not
know why we should have had a Lieut.-
Governor in that position for so long.

Hon. W. J. _Mann: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: It is high time
the position was tilled by a Governor. Whe-
ther the present occupant be promoted to
full Governorship is a matter for the
Governmient to decide. The Lieut.-Gov-
ernor has served the Country extremely well
in the years gone by. He has done a fine
jQb for this State, and I do not believe that
anybody would begrudge him a higher salary
for the remaining- portion of the term that
he might spend in that position. I direct at-
tention to the fact that the value of the
pound in 1889 was out of all proportion to
its value and now has probably depreciated
at least 60 per cent.

The Minister mnight reply that after my
having eolulinined about the increase in the
deficit, I should not have raised this issue.



(22 OCToBER, 1947.] 19

I propose to tell him how he eaa save the
money that could be utilised for this pur-
ipose. Turning to the Estimates for the
current year, I find on page 62 that pro-
vision is made for a -sum of £2,975 for the
Licensing Court. I think these positions,
could easily be abolished and that we could
well revert to the practice of years ago when
a police magistrate and local justices die-
termnined the licenses.

lion. E, 11, Gray: That systemi was not
very satisfactory.

Hon. C. G. LATIAM: I believe it was ex-
tremely satisfactory. I never heard any
complaints about it, and I am not too saltis-,
fied with the policy at present being adopted
by the Licensing Court. -The court is now
issuing licenses to clubs in very small
,country towns, towns that find it difficult
to maintain a decent hotel. Western Aus-
tralia has had a fairly good reputation for
the standard of its country hotels. Generally
speaking, they are moderately good.- The
cost of maintaining the house side of a hotel
is frequently met by some of the profits
from the bar trade, and when licenses for
clubs are issued in towns having a popula-
tion of only 150, the deterioration that oc-
curs in the hotel must be very great. If we
are going to have community hotels, such
as are advocated by some people, 1 cannot
see why the Licensing Court should issue
licenses to elubs in the same town. They
are purely places where people assemble
simply for the purpose of drinking, whereas
under the Licensing Act that was not the
intention, which was that sporting bodies
and such like organisations should be per-
nutted to obtain a license for the benefit of
their members.

For a long time I have felt that the police
do the main work of the Licensing Court.
This is wvell known. The police make all
the reports necessary, though sometimes
members of the court travel around the
country. Their visits, 'however, are heralded
ahead of their arrival, and if any complaints
are likely to be made, they are remedied
before- the members of the court arrive there.

In this State there have been instances
(if hotel licensees being compelled by the
Licensing Court to instal a septic system,
despite the fact that there was no perman-
ent water supply. This shows what little
knowledge members of the court have of
conditions in country districts. In some

plaves water has had to he carted in order
to be available for flushing the pans. It
is oif no use arguing that the administra-
tion of the court is perfect; it is not. We
could very well do0 away with it and ulse the
mtagistrates, men trained in the law, who
with thle aid of local justices, could Carry
on as satisfactorily as in former years.
There was never much complaint against
their decisions. They would exercise coi-
monsensge, and not much commonsejme is
needed to realise that in a town where there
is no permanent water~ suliply, water has,
to he carted by rail during thle summer
months;. T may say the present mnembers
of the Licensing Court were not responsible
for that decision but it was a court estab-
lished under the existing Act thaV ordered
such work to be done.

If I perused the Estimates carefully, I
think I could show the Government where
it would be possible to save a considerable
sum of mioney and at least make a fairer
adjustment of the revenue than there is at
present, along the lines I have suggested. I
have no complaint beyond urging that the
time has arrived when the Government
should review the salary paid to the Govl--
nor. Every member will' agree that if the
salary £4,000 was reasonable originally, it
is not reasonable today. I trust that the
Leader of the House will draw the attentin
of the Treasurer to the fact that at least
one member of this House feels Wiat we
ought to do justice to the King's represent-
ative in. this State. 'It is impossible, unless
the occupant of the office has considerable
wealth of his own, to maintain the position
as it -should he maintained and make ends
nieet on the smiall allowvance granted to him.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Meftropolitan-
Suburban) [5.261: I had no intention of
speaking on this Bill, hut I feel that I must
take up the challenge thrown out by Mr.
Fraser. We can all symupathise with those
people whose unfortunate state he so
dramatically described. We all come across
similar instances, and we arc all paying fre-
quent visits to the Housing Commission in
our endeavours. to get the difficulties of those
people alleviated.

The bon. member, however, made some
very unplensing references to the attitude
of the Premier at thle ceremony of the hand-
ing over of the 1,000th house to its occupant.
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1 was present at that gathering ant] heard
every word the Premier uttered. He took
great pains to explain to the assembled
people that neither he nor his Giovernment
claimed the credit for the many houses that
had 'been'built. Mr. Fraser has been a mem-
her of Parliament for many years and has
been in public life for a longer period and
has made hundreds of speeches, and I sup-
pose that if he searched the fies of "The
West Australian," he would find that on
hundreds of occasions his utterances both in
the Rouse and outside had been ignored.
Therefore, it is not surprising that a speech
of probably a quarter of an hour's duration
that the Premier chose to make on that oc-
casion was not fully reported, but I can
assure Mr. Frazer that the Premier paid a
tribute to his predecessors and gave them
full credit for the large part they had played
in bringing about the ceremony of that day.
I venture to 'suggest that tomorrow morn-
ing's issue of the newspaper will not reveal
any lengthy report of the dramatic speech
the hon. member has delivered here today. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan Suburban-in
reply) [5.29]: I listened intently to the re-
marks of Mir. Fraser,. who made out a very
good case so far as he went, but he did
not go far enough. He did not tell the
House of the deplorable conditions that
existed when the present Government took
office. Nor did he explain that not until we
took over were we aware that the condi-
tions were so deplorable. Every effort has
been made to improve the housing of the
people;, an extraordinary amount of work
has been done and a ,very great improvement
bas been brought about in the housing posi-
tion. I venture to say that, *in the near
future, an even greater improvement will
he evident.

Hon. E. M%. Davies: You want to hurry
up -around the Fremantle district!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
tell members something about the Fremaitle
district. Mfr. rraser, who represents the
West Province, of which Fremantle is a
part, spoke of the callousness of this Gov-
ernment. He told us of the callousness of
the health inspectors of the Fremantle dis-
trict in condemning houses over people's

heads when they had nowhere to go. 1,
myself, addressed the health inspectors and
askied. them not to condemn houses, because
of the shocking state of affairs in the Fre-
mantle district. The bon. member told us
that the health inspectors were so callous
that they were condemning houses, and
putting people out in the streets.

Hon. G. Fraser: I did not say that they
were putting them out in the streets.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
pleased indeed to hear that remark, be-
cause that was the inference to be dieawn
from the hon. member's statement. Per-
haps his other remarks will bear the same
analogy. Let me tell members about the
housing position. I do not want to go into
all the details, because it would take too
long. The Government hopes to make an
announcement very shortly about certain
improvements. I do not intend to make any
statement now;, because I did not know the
hoa, member was, going to speak as be did
and I like to have my facts as nearly cor-
rect as possible, The hon. member spoke
of people waiting for permits for eight
months, hut obviously he overlooked the
fact that there are many more applicants
now than there were a little while ago.
Servicemen are returning to civil life and
getting married, and they want homes; and
younger people are g&owing up and also
require accommodation. It is not the num-
ber of applicants but the number of houses
being erected that should be considered.

Horn J. A. Dimmitt: Hear, hear!
Hon. G,. Fraser: If that is the test, there

are none in the Fremantle area.

The MfINISTER FOR MfINES: I will
mention in a moment what has happened in
the Fremantle area. Here are some figures
relating to houses. For the quarter ended
September 1940, 364 houses were finished;
for the quarter ended December 1946, the
number was 447; and for the quarter ended
March 1.947, it was 410. It may be re-
membered that that was when there was
a change of Government. For the quartex
ended June 1947, the houses finished num-
bered 480. For the month of July the
figure was 226; and for August, 213. S
for July and August 449 houses were built.
The figures for September are not available.

Hon. G. Fraser: Does that refer to Coin-
]nwealth-State homes that I dealt with,
or ordinary civilian applications 9
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The bAJNISTER FOR MINES: They are
houses. We do not care two straws under
what system they are built so long as the
people are housed.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will not give any
consideration to those who eAnnot pay.

The PRESIDENT; Will the Minister
please resume his seat? I would like to
draw the attention of the bon. member to
the fact that while he was speaking the
Minister observed silence. I hope the hon.
member will extend the Minister the same
consideration.

Bon. G. Fraser: Yes, if the Minister will
deal with the points I raised and not with
other matters.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member asks me to deal with the points he'
raised. I am not the Minister for Housing.
I cannot remember details and have no op-
portunity of getting them, because it is
necessary for this Bill to pass through all
stages today and I regret, therefore, that
I am unable to ask for an adjournment.
With regard to Fremantle, the position has
been very difficilt. At Hilton Park 37
houses were completed, after which the con-
tractor, who had been offered further work,
indicated his inability to undertake it.
Tenders were called again in August last
,for a further 20 timber-framed homes, and
prices received were higher than for simi-
lar types in brick. Negotiations subse-
rluently opened with builders resulted in
contracts for seven timber-framed houses
and 12 brick houses in the district, all of
which will be commenced immediately. The
Commission is calling for further tender;,
which are now being advertised, for an-
other batch of 20 timber-framed houses in
individual units or for groups of any num-

Iber, and the Town Clerk of Fremantle will
endeavour to interest local builders. When
the difficulty of obtaining tenders for group
construction became apparent, the Conmnis-
sion circularisedo all Fremantle applicants
under the freehold and leasehold provisions
of the Act-many of whom had their appli-
catiorrs recorded for years-with a view to
seeing whether hardship was apparent. The
living conditions of those still desiring to
build are being investigated. Special ap-
proval will be given for them to proceed if
the need is established. I would like mem-
bers to understand that when a person has
had an application submitted for many

months and the times comes for him to ob-
tain his permit, it sometimes happens that he
is then in a very much better position than
originally, and therefore he would be re-
fused a permit because the need of some-
body else was greater than his.

Hon. G. Fraser: On a point of order, Mr.
President, the Minister is dealing with appli-
cations for workers' homes, which is an en-
tirely different thing from the matter dis-
cussed earlier,

The PRESIDENT: That is not a point
of order. The Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
dealing with housing.

Hon, 0. Fraser: You are dealing with
workers' homes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
dealing with the broad principles. I am deal-
ing not with Fremantle but with Western
Australia-the whole State.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Take your gruel!
Hon. 0. Fraser: I am not getting a gruel-

ling. The Minister is not speaking the truth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
wish any red herring to be drawn across the
trail of housing.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are doing it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
House appreciates to the full extent the
great importance of housing. I have told the
Collie miners myself that, if we can get
material and labour, houses will go up as a
first priority there, because we require coal
essentially. As soon as we can get more coal
we can get more commodities of other kinds
for building houses and so on. We could
employ a greater number of men at Collie
if wve could house them. I think it is tinieit
was pointed out somewhat forcibly that the
chief reason housing cannot be proceeded
'with as fast as it ought to be is that
materials are not available. Continual strikes
in the Eastern States over petty matters are
holding, up ships which bring to Western
Australia essential commodities for 'housing.
Members may have seen in the paper only
this morning that lumpers have refused to
put the ordinary quantity in the slings. Thtt
nienas that a longer period w.i[l be occupied
in loading ships, which will therefore be in
port for a greater length of time and will
not he able to turn round'and do as many
trips per annum as previouisly.
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lion. W. J. Mann: Andl the longer people
will have to wait.

The 'MINISTER FOR IIJNNES: Yes.

lion. C. B. Williams:- They are paid if
they do not wvork at all.

The 'MINISTER FOR M1INES: Yes, andI
they are the ones that want the houses. Let
mec point out that since this Government
took office, the 40-hour week has-been intro-
duced. Even the Fremantle Council itself
has reduced the hours of labour of its em-
jiloyces to 40 per week. I do not know that
that would directly affect the housing posi-
tion but undoubtedl'y production must take
longer with fewer hours being worked, with
people producing less and with a shortage
in the labour market to overtake. Produc-
lion must take longer in those circumstances.
iKevortheless, with all those difficulties; We are
building more houises than did the previous
Administration, The hon. member referred
to political effrontery.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Mhat hon. member?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: M1r.
]Fraser. He said that he had never seen any-
thing like it. I ami pleased that Mir. Dim-
mitt was at the f unction to -which he referred
and was able to inform the House that the
hon. member was entirely and absolutely mis-
leading and had drawn on his imagination,
which had led him astray. I have no doubt
the hon. member did not refer to some other
political effrontery! I understand the Stand-
ing Orders of this House prevent us fromn
referring to something that happened in an-
other Place; otherwise, perhaps the lion.
member might have done so.

Hon . CG. Fraser: You are not saying I a nt
incorrect about the 1,000 houses, are you?

The MNISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member was absent, I think, -when MN~r. Dim-
mitt told the House that he was at the func-
tion and heard the Premier make one of his
usual straightforward and honourable state-
ment;, when he said that the 1,000 houseE
were built by the previous .Administratior
and he had not really had much to do wit
them.

lion. 0. Fraser: It was not reported.
lion. J1. A. Dimitit: The paper does nol

report you very frequently.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Ijlon. W. J. Mann: Make sure of youi

facts l

The M1INISTER FOE? MINES: It
regrettable that the honi. member shout,
have presented his statement as a fact, wije
be was not there and (lid not know ;;ho
haippened. Merely bevause the remarks di
not appear in the paper-

lon. G. Frasevr: I mentioned that th
Press reIports did not show anything of th
kind. That is what I s;aid.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: - The ho,
member not only said that, but he said 0I
Premier had not made such a statemlent. r
said it- was political effronter ' and that ti
Premier had taken the credlit. The ho:
MnZrmber said that there arc families livir
in camps. Is it not better to put them ;
camips than to leave, them in thie horrib
conditions the hion. member ha,% said exi
and] which I regret to say I know to exis
But we are doing our best and. have p
siome of them in camps. Those in the cam-
have reasonably Need shelter and the Ho%
ing Commission endeavours to provide horn
for those who are not quite so fortuna'
Trhe camp the lion.' member referred to
a staging camp an(1 no-one desirest
people to remain therein. But we -are, dol
our utmost to give a healthy habitation
as many people as possible.

H~on. G. Fraser: It wats supposed to
a s taging camp, but yon hare made it per
anent.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: The bi
mnember said that not a tender was sign
Theu he altered that and s-aid not a vi
tract was signed. He was, correct in
first instance. We cannot get people to ten.
in Fremantle; why, I dlo not know. But
eannot force people ta tender.

Hfon. 0. Fraser: Yon canniot do the
yourself, can you?.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: No,
cause wye have not the available Men.
hon. member knows we cannot estali.
maternity hospitals inFremantle, hea
we cannot get the labour and materials.

lion. 0. Fraser: Did you try?

The MINISTER FOR MIES T1
was a questioni asked this hfternonn wi
will require an answer tomorrow and -w]
is apropos this mattter. The hon. menr
asks whether we are trying!

Hfon. 01. Fraser: Did you try to gY
team in Fremnantle?
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The MINISTER FOR "MINES: Are we
trying!1

The PRESIDEN.\T: Order!

lHon. 0. Fraser: Answer that! Did yon!

Hon, C. B. Williams: I -was thrown out
for less than that at one stage.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: The
I1oLsing Commniss;ion is conducting its busi-
niess in an able way. It has qualified officers
who are doing their best to provide houses
for everyone. I trust and hope that the
Comimisgion is not showing favouritism to
any particular district. Already in the
prov-ince represented by MNr. Fraser and his
colleagues a great number of houses arp
going up. I refer to houses being constructed
ial Mosman Park and other parts of that
province. Irrespective of the efforts of mem-
hers of Parliament, We must look for the
help of individual citizens in solving this
problem. Mention was made of one tendler
being 36 per cent, higher than others, but I
woulid point out that the Governlment has%
no influence over the figures tendered, and
ia any event, as the hon, member said, that
lender was not accepted. The Government
is not going to he flteeed.

lHon. G. Fraser: You have been in office
for six months and you have dlone nothing.

The MINISTER FOR ]MINES: The eases
cited by Mr. Fraser are difficult, but tin1-
fortunately they aire not unique, as. similar
instances exist in every suhurh. The H~ons-
ing Commission is doing .its utmost to over-
come the difficulties, with which it is faced.
as soon as possible. Members can see that
the present Government is overtaking% the'
housing lag at a far greater speed than did
the previous Government, as is shown by,
the figures 1 have quoted. I come now to
thle remarks of Mr. Latham, and I aim
pleased to say that we are ahead of him.
Some time ago a hoard was appointed to
inquire into what should be the appropriate
rates of remuneration for the various high
officers mentioned. I understand that that
report has been made, but I do not know
when it will be available.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J1. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the

Mfinister for Mines in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.

Clajuse 2-Sums9 available '' c, iprlposc-
voted by the Legislative Assembly:

Hon. G. FRASER: I am. not going into
detatil!s in reply to thle statement acide I~v
the Minister, except to say that, judlging hrv
his reply to me, he :does not know a grevat
deal abo'ut the housing position or housing
activities.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member must
speak to the clause before the Committee
and not embark upon a Second readingt
speech.

Hon. G. FRASER: T am not doing that,
nor did J intend to do so, but I wish to
make some remarks that I believe I can con-
nect up with the clause, which covers thle
sum of money to be voted td the Govern-
ment for use in various activities, one of
which is housing. Anyone who knows; much
about the housing position will 'realise that
the Minister does not understand aL great
deal about activities in the housing business.
He attempted to tell the House about the
cireularising of applicants, but he was re-
ferring to those who had applied for work-
ers' homes before the war and who arc now
being circularised in order to find out whe-
ther they still desire workers' homes, seeing
that the Government has decided to recom-
mence the building of -workers' homes for
ownership.

The CHAIRMAN: I must draw the lion.
member's attention to the fact that he is not
discussing the subject-matter of. the clause
now before the Committee.

H1o n. G. FRASER: That clause votes
money for certain purposes.

Ho n, W. J. Mlann., What is your amend-
ment?

Hon. 0. FRASER: I do not intend to
move an amendment, but I do not think
the Minister knows much about the housing
question, and he has his facts mixed.

The CHAIRMKAN: Order! Will the bon.
member address the Chair and not hold con-
versation across the Chamber?

Hon. 0. FRASER: I humbly apologise.
I was pointing out that the -Minister's reply
was about something not mentioned during
the debate. The cireulars he referred to
were those being sent out to ascertain whe-
ther people. still wanted to go onl with. the
applications that they made before the war.

Clause put and passed.
Preamble, Title--agreed to.
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Bill reported without amendment and the' and that it is fitted with hydraulic steering,
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed.

MOTION-RAILWAY OMNIBUSES,
PURCHASE, DELIVERY ETC.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. H. L. Roche:

That a Select Committee of five members be
appointed to itiquire into and report upon all
aspects of the negotiations for the purchase
and delivery of, and the utilisation of the
vehicles known. as the "Laridliner" and
''Cheetah'' omnibuses acquired on behalf of
the Western Australian Government Railways.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [5.53]:
1 rise to suiiport the motion, but I do not
think it goes far enough. After what I have
seen today, I believe there should be an
addendum to the motion to cover the Daimler
buses that are idle in the tramways carbarn,
as well as those that I believe are on order.
I am supporting the motion, as I think it
is in the interests of public safety. After
listening last night to the Minister one was
forced to the conclusion that what wvas said
regarding these particular buses is hard to
believe. From the remarks of the Minister
it would 'appear that this bus was an ex-
perimental unit, and no doubt that is why
it is now in Western Australia. It was also
stated that it had been involved in an acci-
dent; that it jumped a ditch 10 feet wide
and 10 feet deep-there was very little dam-
age done-and that the front bogie 'eventu-
ally finished up on the crest of the ditch
while the rear wheels finished down in the
ditch. Seeing that the ditch was 10 feet wide
and 10 feet deep, and the bus 45 feet long,
that was an impossibility.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: It struck a log near
the edge of the ditch, and bounded over.

Hon. W. R. HALL: On the measurements
given, it would be a physical impossibility.
One could accept what was said if the bus
wvas 10 or 12 feet long, but not when it is
45 feet long. I think I am competent to
speak about buses, and if such statements as
that are to be read out in this Chamber I
say they are piffle. I have been given to
understand that a considerable amount of
trouble has been experienced with this bus,

something unheard of in Western Australia.
If there is any other bus in this State with
that type of steering I think very few people
know about it. It is obvious to me-and I
pass the tramways frequently-that more
often than not this bus is in dock. It is in
dock today and the front wheels have been
taken oCl it.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Have you had a look
at it?

Hon. W. ft.HALL: Yes. I had to see whe-
ther it wvas possible for it to jump a 10-foot
ditch in the wvay suggested. I think the
Fowler Company should have been build-
ing automatic scoops or bulldozers, and not
buses for service in Western Australia. We
have heard that there was some trouble in
Victoria about licensing the bus because
of the log hauling, and the trucks carrying
the logs, that might be met coming down
through the hills, and so on. I have beeun
wondering about the log hauling in this State.
One frequently sees huge logs being hauled
from the ranges down to Perth. I believe
that this motion, if passed, will be the means
of finding out whether this bus is road-
worthy. I have been given to understand
that there has been a good deal of trouble
with it and I do not think all the facts
regarding its faults have been placed be-
fore the House. The bus cost E4,300, landed
in Western Australia, and was secondhand.
The Minister said last night that its two
Mercury motors had done 30,000 miles. I
have been wondering whether they will be
much good after having done that distance
on low gear work..

Ron. E. H. Gray: It would depend upon
who drove the bus.

Hon. W. R.. HALL: After a Mercury
motor has done 30,000 miles in a car it
commences to burn oil. I am one that
knows, because I have had them for years.
If the engines that are in these buses have
been geared down to a speed to carry
the greater weight, then the road mileage
travelled would be more the equivalent of
60,000 or 70,000 than the 30,000 shown on
the speedometer. I will not easily be con-
vinced that these engines do not require a
very extensive overhaul after 30,000 miles
in buses such as the ''Landliner'' and
''Cheetah.'' And we are told that there
are other buses on order. Some action
should be taken to see that those responsible
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for their purchase are able to ensure that
they are 100 per cent. roAdworthy, particu-
ladly if we have to pay L4,300 for each
such secondhand bus, landed in Western
Australia.

It is remarkable th~at there are three
Dainmier buses standing idle in the carbarn
today. I do not know what they cost but
I should say that each would cost between
£f4,000 and £5,000. Those buses are 52 ft.
6 ins, long. For some reason unknown to
me-I have not made any inquiries about
it yetL-those buses cannot be licensed. De-
spite that fact, I am informed that another
seven of those buses are on order for the
Western Australian Government. Does this
mean that between £40,000 and £50,000 of'
public funds have been spent on procuring
these buses, which will be uinder the juris-
diction of the Railways and Tramways De-
partment of Western Australia, while an-
other 'Government department will not
grant licenses for them? Is that because
the buses are not in good order? Already
there are three of these buses lying idle in
the carbarn and another seven are on
order. Their length is 32 ft. Oins. as against
the "Landliner's" length of 45 ft. When
it comes to A question of engines, what
could be better than the flaimler? Dast
night the Minister told us something about
the Mercury motors in the "Landliner,"
but they cannot be compared with the
Daimler.

Hont. H. Tuckey: They are not in the
samne street.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I agree with that.
Here we see these three buses lying idle
at the carbarn while people have to queue
up in the streets in order to get seats in
buses and very often can find standing
room only. There is something wrong. If
it is merely a matter of licensing, the Min-
ister has the right to say that the buses
shall be licensed. They are one-piece buses
and are quite roadworthy. I would rather
have them than the long trailer buses that
are running today. 'These new Daim-
ler buses are lying idle in the car barn
whereas another big bus is put on the road
for a day or two and then has to be laid
up for repairs. There is no comparison
between them from the standpoint of motor
power.

Some members of this House know some-
thing about buses and the building of them.

When a commission is given to any individ-
ual to p)rosecute inquiries regarding the pur-
chase of buses, very careful consideration
should be given to the selection in view of
the importance of the recommendations that
wvill have to be made to the Minister and the
department concerned. It is beyond my
comprehension why the Daimler buses
should be lying idle when every night bun-
dredg of people have to queue up in an en-
(leavour to get accommodation on other
buses. I support the motion in the interests
of public safety because I believe the buses
referred to have caused a considerable
amount of trouble. I want to know the
actual mileage run and the cost per mile up
to the present. I believe that if we got the
maintenance figures they would be astound-
ing.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [6.6]:
Before the buses mentioned in the motion
arrived in Western Australia, I knew they
wvere not fit and proper ones for this State.
I met a person in Kalgoorlie and he gave
me the oil about them.

Hon: W. R. Hall: Why did you not tell
some of us about it?

Hon. G. BENNETTIS: The individual
said to me, "I see the big 'Landliner' is
coming here. She had some trouble over
there and was involved in a big accident".
He told me that the accident was caused
through the vehicle taking a sharp turn
and tipping over. That was the statement
made to me. I have been waiting for this
subject to crop up so that I could give the
information .to the, House. If that is correct
I do not know why this State should be
placed in such a position. We always seem
to have pushed on to us what the Eastern
States do not want. These buses should
be thoroughly examined and overhauled be-
fore we take any risk with them on the
roads. I am certain we are likely to involve
the State in a big accident costing us a lot
of money, unless that is done.

It seems to me ridiculous for so much
money to be spent on the buses when we
cannot get a decent rail service between
Perth and Kalgoorlie. Why should the
taxpayers get such a rough spin when travel-
ling to the Goldfielcds and further north?
Che Westland express is competing with the
Kalgoorlie train, and the latter is financed
by the taxpayers of this State. When a
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passenger comes from Adelaide or Mel-
bourne by the Westland, his fare payable to
this State is 10s. He pays £1 for his sleeper
and 7K. for meals. A local passenger from
Kalgoorlie. to Perth has to pay a fare of
£t3 2s. 4V.

The PRESID~iNT: I would like thle lion.
member to connect his remarks with the
mot ion.

Rion, G1. 1ENNETTIS: I was just s9neak-
ing this point in, -Mr. President! 'I think
the amount of money involved ,n the ur
(-base of these buses could have lbeen better
-,pent in other ways.

HON. 0. G. LATHA2 (East) [6.101: I
shall not support thd motion but I think

soeinquiry should be made into a trans-
action of this description, more particularly
when Ave are bound by contract to purchase
morv of the buses. The information -Mr.
Ilall has submitted to the House is very dis-
('oaeertilng, seeing that we have three buses
already here and another six or seven on
ord er.

lion. F. E. Gibson: And they arc good
buses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM; Then why not use
them?

lion. W. R, flil: I have certainly been
told that there are seven more on order.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: I think we can
leave it to the Premier or the Minster con-
cerned to appoint someone to look into this
matter. It will not be very easy for the mem-
bers of a Select Committee to investigate the
mechanical features of such buses. Spe-
cialists could be called but that course would
be opcq to the Minister himself. I suppose
Giovernment officials, like every one of us,
are apt to blunder and apparently that is
thle position regarding the purchase of the
"Landliner" and "Cheetah" buses.

Hon. H1. L. Roche: There arc three t ypes
altogether,

Ron. C. G. LATHAN AM: And we have been
told that at least one type is a good one.

lion. E. H, Gray: We do not know yet.

Hon C. G LATHAM: It may or may not
be satisfactory The information put up by
the Minister to the House when dealing with
the motion conveyed absolutely nothing to
me. He gave us details of the mechanism
but that is the sort of information that

would he supplied by the manufacturers.
What we want to know is whether the buses
aire road-worthy; whether it is possible for
an ordinary individual to manipulate the
steering gear and keep the vehicles on the
road, and whether they are safe for the con-
veyn fle of passengers. Mr. Roche has done
very well in stthmittin - the whole matter to
the House. I did not know anything about
it before. If he accompilishes nothing- more
than to make the officials more careful in
the future, his action will have served its
purpose.

To ask thep House to appoint *a Select
Committee to go into the question of whether
the hydraulic steering mechanism is satis-
factory or otherwise is merely to suggest
that the matter should he dealt with by
men who know nothing about it. I do net
think there are half a dozen men in Western
Australia who have a knowledge of the hy-
draulic steering gear, although something may
be known of it in connection with maritime
services. I do not think any good purpose
would be served by referring the question
to a Select Committee, but we should have
an undertaking from. the M1inster that there
will he a thorough investigation of the whole
matter. If contracts have been entered into
and the vehicles, are found to be unsatis-
factory, some steps should be taken to can-
eel those contracts.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Daimlers ore Eng-
lish buses.

lIon. C. G. LATHA'M: The type of4 tus
referred to by Mr. Hall is regarded very
highly in the Old Country.

Hon. W. Ri. Hall: It is the best in the
world.

Ron. C. G. LATHAM:. If these buses are
laid tip simply because they cannot be used,
we ought to ascertain what the position is
regarding the contracts that have been re-
ferred to. If the buses are satisfactory, then
I agree with Mr. Hall that they should be
put 4on the road. Under existing conditions
it is almost impossible for people travelling
by bus to Nedlands-I presume it applies
to South Pertli too-to get seats for the
journey.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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BILL-STREET PHOTOGRAPHERS.

Second Reading.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [7.30] in
mioving, the second reading said; This is
One of those small Bills similar to quite
it number that have been introduced in
this Chamber this session. It is drafted in
at simple way, conveys exactly what it
mens and can be clearly understood.

Hon. C. B, Williams: What does it mean'?

Lion. C. G. LATHAM: If the hen. inem-
her will be patient, I shall be able to tell
him, I hope. The Bill proposes to license
street photographers, who have been oper-
ating in Perth in the same w~y as street
photographers have operated and are oper-
ailing in the other capital cities of Austra-
lia. The men here continued in their busi-
ness until such time as thte professional
photographers became a little aggrieved.
They evidently approached the Perth City
Council with a view to having the brusiness
stopped. Under a byl4w that was never
intended to be used for the purpose, the
street photographers -were prevented from
continuing their operations. The bylaw
was intended, generally speaking, to pre-
vent the scattering of paper about the
streets and making the city untidy. These
street photographers, having taken a photo-
graph, hand a curd to the person sniappedl.
This eard contains the number of the film
aned thep address of' the photographer. f
have nepver seen, these cards nor do 1 think
;inyh voiy else has. dropped onl the footpaith.
TJhe people usutly retaiin themi until they
reach home. Theyv were not gilty of lit-
terig the street.

Hon. C. B. Williams: This is something
like street betting. Tt is just humbug.

Ion. C. 0. LATHAM: The street photo-
g&raphers generally are -returned soldiers.
There is a young lady engaged in the work,
bitt she also is an ex-Servicewoman.

lion. C. B. WAilliams: There was a Slav
who took photographs a year or two ago.

lion. C1. 0. LATIHAM: Not in the street.
The Bill proposes to permit local authori-
tips~ to license these photographers onl ap-
plication; and it is proposed tor limit the
number of applicants to one for every
10.000 of the population or portion of
10o,000.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: WYhy should the num-
ler be limited ?

Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: It would assist
the local authorities considerably because
they would not he inundated with applica-
.tions at the start. I think the hon. member
will agree that the people'engaged in this
bus iness should at least be allowed to make

at living out of it. He will agree with me
that the limitation will mak'e it much
easier~ for the local authorities. There is
no fairer way of firing the limit than on a
jopujattion basis. There cannot be more
than nine or ten photographers licensed for
Perth. The street photographers wilt be
prevented from. taking photographs in
thoroughfares where one-way vehicular
trate prevails. Therefore, they could not
operate in certain portions of King-street,
Afurray-street, Hay-street and Pier-street.
I think those are the only city streets where
one-way traffic is enforced.

Honi. R. 1W. Forrest: And Queen-street.

Hon. C. 0. LATHEAM3: Yes, but the men
would not he likely to go there. Of course,
these photographers generally carry on
their business where pedestrian trafice is
fairly heavy.

Hon, C. H. Simpson: Is there any speci-
fied area in which they may operates

lion. C. G. LATHAM: No. Licenses w~ill
be issued by the local authorities, who will
determine where the photographers may
carry onl their business. Provision is made
in the Bill to prevent the transfer of at
license and to give power to local authori-
ties to make bylaws controlling the busi-
ness.

Hon. W. J7. Mann: Will licenses be
issued to firms?

Hon."C. G. LATHAM: They may be. I
presume the regulations will provide that
if a thin is licensed, it will he empowered
to hand the license to its employees.

Hon. WV. J. Maln: Will the firms be able
to employ a number of these photographers?

Hon. C. Gr. LATHAM: They cannot em-
ploy any more than the number for which
the Bill provides; that is, one for every
10,000 of the population.

Hon. W. J. Mann": One firm might get
all the licenses.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: One individual or
one firm ?

1407

k



140I COUNCIL.]

flon. C. (I. LATHAM: One individual.
I have un iticli rs of the firms that are,
carrying' on this business. By far the
'seater number of their employees are en-
gaged i11 printing the photographs at the
studlio. 'flere are not many actually taking
lllotoinral)Is iii the street. The hulk of the
Work; is ilonel at the studio.

1101). .. l islop: How do you arrive
ait the basis of one for every 10,000 of the
populationI

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not knowv.
Whether that wvili prove successful or not
lies in the laps of the gods. It may or may
not he a satisfactory basis. After all, if
the business is not profitable the photo-
graphers will cease to carry it on. Should
it prove to be over-profitable, the Bill, if
passed, could( be antended i the event of

PI 'al ite, t so deci dinrg.
lion. J. G. Hislop: Supply and demland

wlli operate.

ion. C. G. LATIIA3[I: A penalty of £20
iprovide(] for arny person) who takes photo-

graphs in the street without a license. Tlhat
applies only to fire taking of photographls
of people, not photographs of buildings.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I do not think it i,
righlt to restrict. All or nothing!

lon. C. G. LATHAM: Then' isa amlple
room for disagreement in that respect. The
license will cost £l. The intention of the
framer of this Bill is to give returned men,
who have been earning a living ait this busi-
oess, a chance to continue to do so. No
objection has been taken to street photo-
graphers in other capital cities of Australia.
They are decent people; in factI the( Bill
provides that they must be of good character.
I dto not know why the professional photo-
graphers should object to this btusifless. Tile
class of people who have their photographs
taken in the street are not those that
would go to a professional photographer to
IIIIY a portrait taken. That is very ex-
pensive indeed.

I hope the House wvill agree to the Bill
andt( give it a trial, ,at all events. If it is
not satisfactory, it can be amended, as I
'aid, next session, or even this session should
it be necessary. These people are earning
ain honest living in a decent way and there
van I'he no objection to their co ntinuing to
do so. I am certain that the people who
buy these street photographs would not do

so uinlesis they thought they got value foi
thoir money. f lhavye been in cities in Ai.s
Inia ~ where one can sit be fore an automati"
machinle and liii'e one's pllotora ph toaken
A plerson inserts a shilling in the slot an(
his photograph comes out framed.

flon. L. B. Bolton; They would want t.
tok it fine-looking fellow like you!I

lon. C. (;. LATR1AM: That mightIl
somnethirng worth 'onlsiderinlg.

The Minister for Mines: What do vii

wvant-the framne?

Hon. C. G. LATIJAM:; I would look N vi
touch better in a iti -me than out of allt'
if that satisfies the i.eader of the House. It
that inistaince,' it he lp0l' ietol' of the mach i,
makes the I ifit. I a this case, thetse 0111
arei serving the p ublic. I hopJ e thle House ,vil
pas, thle second readinrg. If three are anl:
rea;son abhie am en dmnts, consi deration Nvil
be given to them. This is the first Hill
have-( introduced iili tis Chanler, a ad I hop
it w~illI receive the same welcome recept ii'
that has been accorded to tile Bills intro
dlueed by the Leadel' of the House. I move

That tlo- ll Ie ow readi a second time.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [7.42]
tIn supporting the Bill, I wish to say thn
anyV member of this House, or any nenii
Of' the public, if he so wishes, can gly,
uipon myi> phlotoraiph in this House. I
was taken in 1928 or 1929. 1 am i.
intending to pay a compliment to one o
twvo members, but my friend Mr. Baxter hip
tad Ilis photograph taken many times.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why bring me jut
this?

Hfon. C. B. WILLAMS: The hon. mern
her's photograph was also taken and one ea,
'(10 how youthful he looks in it. They ' va
'u'lvY see how youthful I looked in 192!
That was the only photogilaph I have 11:1
taken, and it will he the only one, a~s I all
retiring next year. I shall give my reasor
F'or supporting the Bill and why I thin
lllC1't should be no monopoly.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The member We,
ducing the Bill wants a monopoly. He In
nskeq for one.

Hon. 0. B. WILLIAMS: He was ni
S1dw pin ot mottorhodY building, hut ohni
photographs. The bon. member understani
that: wo do I, The mnemaber introdnirirz iI
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BiUl wishes to preserve the freedom of the
subject, about which you, Sir, have spoken
so mnuch here. I also wish to preserve the
freedomi of the subject. The Perth City:
Council shotild not he allowed to do as it
wishes to decent people.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Please ad-
dress the Chair.

RoIL C. B. WILLIAMS: You know I
have always liked your looks and like to
turn away from you, but why, Mr. Presi-
dent, do you not stop the interjectors9 There
is a tnman named Penrose, who is one of those
that must have pulled strings with the Perth
City Council. I will get back to my good
looks in a moment. If he is not receiving
superannuation from the Oovernmetat, he
did receive a lump sum on retirement. We,
the taxpayers of this State, taught him the
g0ame.

Hon. E. HI. Cray: He earned Pit, though.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I have been a
member of Parliament for about 20 years,
to.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes.

Ron. C. B. WILLIAMS: All right! The
hon. member will mind his own business!
Penrose earned it; he has paid for it, but
we taught him. We gave him a pension or
a lump sum. He has an establishment in
Barrack-street. What right has he, reeeiv- *
ig the taxpayers' money by way of super-
annuation,. or lumip sum, to say to some
poor unfortunate who cannot start aL big
business, that he shall not have a job on the
streets of Perth'I I go back to 1928. I had
to have my photo taken then. I did not
want to have it taken, but the group was
held up and so I went down to the Lafay-
ette Studio where I was asked, "Have yea
an appointment?" There was no-one within
a mile of the place. I said, "No, but your
,payment for a group-photo for Parliament
House is being held up because I have not
been photographed." They said I would
need to have an appointment. I said, "If
you do not take my photograph, I will never
come back." Within five minutes I had my
photograph taken, and it can be seen today,
and possibly will be here to be seen in 100
years' time.

'Unfortunately, I had to go back to a
photographer recently when one of my
daughters was married. There was a street

photographer and he took some very good
photos. We had the proofs within a day
or two. If members could see the photo
taken at the studio, they would notice how
surly I look, because I was motherless sober
us I had been on the quare for the occasion.
For an hour and a half I waited at the nit-
wit photography firm, which wants to create
a monopoly and prevent returned soldiers
and other decent people from getting a
living. 1 could produce the photos taken
at the church, which are very nice- and very
cheap, and also the 12 to 20 guinea photos
where the poor old man is looking so surly
because he had to go one and a half hours;
without a drink of water. That is what
the Perth City Council wants to do.

You, Mr. President, retire next May, and
so do I, forever. The photo of this House
has to *he taken hefore you retire. The
people coming here next year will see my
photo taken in 1928. What harm can people
do who take a decent snap on the street? A
person may be walking along with his
grandchild and he photograiphed; or he may
he with his sweetie, which is a different
matter. I am inclined to think that is what
is wrong with the Perth City councillors.
They are frightened of being caught' while
walking along with some lady that they are
not entitled to be with, and they do not
want to be snapped!I That is it. I will not
say that under privilege. It seems to me, now
that I think of it, that that is the objection.
The photos taken outside the church where
my daughter wvas married were very reason-
able and natural, but those taken by the
professional photographer, after I had been
waiting an hour and a half without a drink
of water, showed me as being very grumpy.
I hope that we will show% the Perth City
Council that when we walk along the streets.
of Perth we are not afraid of having our
photos taken by anyone.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colehatch,
debate adjounmed.

BILL-ECONOIMIC STABILITY ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reacting.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. 0. H. SIMPSON (Central) [7.521:
I would like to preface my remarks by re-
ferring to something Mr. Latham said re-
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cently, which I think is correct. He said to a railway man yesterday, and he told
that many Bills passed through this House
and there was so little debate on them that
he gathered the idea that in some eases mem-
bers did niot understand them. I candidly
confess that as a newv member last yiar, I
waR poss ibly over awed by the forms of the
House and by the fact that the older memt-
bers obviously w~ere much more familiar with
tire Bills under discussion than I was. I
only had a hazy idea as to what some of
those Bills meant. I think ilr. Latham's re-
mnark is timelM,qrbeeause there should he more
debates on thre matters which come before
us, and I suggest to the new members that
they take that to heart and be niot frightened
to speak when they feel they have something
to say, beause I feel sure that their con-
tributions wiill add~ the value of our discus-
sions.

This particular Bill has been debated
pretty fully, and I think that members, by
and large, are fairly wvell aware of its im-
plications. M1y first inclination was to vote
in favour of it, for two reasons, the first
bein- that I felt that I had a certain sense
of loyalty to our leaders who had come to
-in understanding with the Premiers of the
other States to endorse the powers of the
C7ommonwvealth by the continuance of this
Act, and secondly, because I believed there
was no ualeqluate State machinery to take
over the matter of controls should the Corn-
mon wea lth a utlori tir be challenged, or should
it decide to relinquish its present powvers.
I understand, howecver, that the State has full
power.4, and( because I am averse to con-
trols and limitations generally, and amr sails-
fled that no hanin can result if this Bill is
not airi'ced to, I intend to vote against the
second reading.

There is no doubt that the question of
control is bound up in the question of short-
ages. If there were no shortages there wvould
lie 110 need for controls. So, the solution of
the whole problem lies in the question of
production. We are told that production is
bound uip it, the matter of manpower, but
here is a department in which many thou-
sainds of men are employed, and their ser-
vices, are denied to industry. They could he
diverted fromt their present useless occulpa-
ti0,1 into channels Vf industry and produc-
tion, and so hell) to bring about a state
of affairs that would mean controls could
he done away with altogether. I was talking

me hie was being recalled from long-service
leave because the new 40-hour week had
created such a shortage of manpower in the
Railway Department that he had to return,
and work overtime. He also told me that
the department had tried to overcome the'
situation by advertising for men, but the
number of applications was only one-third
of the number required to fill the position5
advertised.

Renewing this measure really means that
we are becoming a validating agency, not
so much for the Commonwealth, hut for
the Commonwealth officers who administer
these controls under regulations which are
introduced from time to time, and against
which, in many instances, there is no ap-
peal. If we tamely acquiesce in the request
fdr a continuance of these controls, there
is the danger that the Commonwealth Gov-
erment wiU assume we are becoming con-
trol-minded, and will have no hesitation iu
introducing proposals to submit a referen-
dum to the people to make these controls at
Commonwealth power for all time to come.
There is no doubt that Governments do de-
sire power, and the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent is no exception. Power is somrefthing
which seems to grow on what it feeds. I can
remember in the 1914-18 war that in Eng-
land they worked under what was called the
4)efence of the Realm Act. It was known
as Dora.

Hort. C. B. Williams: What was her other
name?

Haon. C. H. SIMPSON: Those were the
initial letters of the Act. Despite intense
public agitation for the removal of the con-
trol., more than four years elapsed before
they were fially (lone away wvith. There
wvere columns running almost daily in the
Press, and there were cartoons with charac-
ters called ''Dilly'' and( "Dally" and ''Shilly"
and "Shally." They were pictured as sitting
with their fect on a table, and they had
cobwebs all round them. There is no qe-
tion that many employed in the administra-
tion of that deartment had no desire to see
the controls ended. They were sitting pretty
on cushy, job , and( the last thing they want-
edl to see was the department wound up. But
finally, public ae-itation became so great that
the Government gave the department 12
months iii which to wind up its affairs.
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III going round the country, both during
my election and late;, I have found that
people are asking why the controls cannot
be lifted, and why they should be continued.
They point out that we fought a war for
six years to avoid coming under the control
of a foreign power, only to find that we are
now shackled with regulations and controls
on the homef ront. I wish to say a
little about the Bill itself; again for
the information of new members, Thle
Bill is divided into four parts, the first of
which deals with prices, the second with
landlord and tenant regulations, the third
with capital issues and the fourth with
other controls, principally Sub-Treasury
control. The Commonwealth Government
admittedly is tapering off its controls. I
understand thle number last year was about
160 and it has now dropped to .30 odd. No
doubt the tapering-off will continue. That is
why there is no special need for us to worry
aibout approving of this Bill, or letting the
Act lapse. It does not matter whether it
is dropped by the Federal authority, or
whether it is challenged and declared in-
valid, because the State has sufficient auth-
ority to carry on.

We have a Housing Commission which at-
tends to the distribution of housing
materials, and in the business world we have
quotas where supplies are short. In some
cases there is no rationing or control because
supplies are maintained equitably. If the offi-
f-ial controls were cased, the traders would
s~oon find ways and means of meeting the
public demand, and that would release the
personnel of a huge department to do useful
work elsewhere. There is a danger in these
controls being continued. We know that price
cntrol gives rise to blacek markets. There
is evasion of the law, and where there is
induced a contempt for certain laws, it
rives rise to the danger of contempt for all
laws. Take the position in regard to
second-hand cars. A man knows that, if
he sells a second-hand carat the fixed price,
lie, is making a presenlt of half the valuje
to the purchaser and is probably regarded
as a fool for doing so.

It Also has this effect. Business
nicn frankly say that these price con-
trols result in the creation of monopolies
because big business people are nearer the
centre of control and can put up their case.
They have costing accountants and can see
thant they are protected by a reasonable

tog]

margin of profit. The small man has not
the means of presenting his case. I 'was
speaking to a man in Mleekatharra, who told
me it no longer paid him to sell groceries
hecause he had a list of prices which were
the Perth prices plus freight. No allow-
ances were made for breakages or for those
occasions on which he might have to fulfil
a small order, and he suffered in comparison
with the large firma inasmuch as hie could
not buy in bulk. He had to buy on
a small scale and did not receive the same
concessions from the wholesalers as did the
big maui. But for the fact that be carried
other lines such as drapery, hardware and
ine- and spirits, hie would be forced to

Wvind up his business.

Another ease happened in Mullewa.
A man was approached by the Price Con-
trol Omfier and asked at what price he was
selling bottles of aerated waters. He re-
plied, "I am selling at Is. and 2d. is re-
turned on the empty bottle, and the rate
per glass is Gd.'' The officer said, "1 You
must reduce your price to 9d. per bottle
with 2d. returned for the empty bottle,
while the glass served at the counter should
be 4d. and the glass served at the table
5d." 'My friend had kept a careful record
and] was able to convince the officer that he
was making only 8d. on a full case of four
dozen bottles. After a good deal of argu-
ment, the price officer went through his re-
cords and found that he was, imposing a
scale of charges applicable to Charters
Towers, Queensland, and not to Western
Australia, with the result that he had to
countermand hig orders in Morawa,
Mullewa and Pereujuri and tell vendors to
revert to the old scale. But for the fact
that myv friend was able to present a good
ease, all those people wouild have had to
comply with the price officer's orders; and
against those orders, unfortunately, there
is no appeal.

Dealing wit-h the landlord and tenant regu-
lations, seemingly a landlord, when he rentst
his property to a lessee, virtually ceases to
have any interest in it at all, while the lessee
to all iiitmts. and puirposes becomes the
proprietor. He may sublet rooms appar-
ently at any figure-and there has been a
goofd deal of profiteering in that direction-
or he can sell the key of the house for any
suim lie likes to an Incoming tenant.

Ron. C. B. Williams: No.
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Hon, C. H1. SIMPSON: So far as I have
been able to learn, the landlord is not able
to see any prospect of improvement. I
understand that a Bill is before another
place at present designed to remedy that
state of affairs, hut this only goes to show
that the State has the power to pass the
requisite leg-islatipn to deal with the matter.

Hion. C. B. Williams: With regard to the
landlord, definitely we have always had the
power. The Commonwealth does not con-
trol Western Australia in that respect. Be
fair I

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: Regarding capital
issues, the amount that could be invested
without consent from Canberra up to this
year was only £10,000. Now the amount
has been raised to £20,000. I have been
told that in various enterprises, particularly
mining, an amount of £20,000 in many in-
stances is only sufficient to do the explora-
tory work. It is possible, to get p~ermission
from Canberra, but only after a great deal
ofT trouble and delay, to increase the amount.
I consider that if these controls arc to be
continued, representations should be made
to Canberra to permit a competent oflicer
with powers of decision on the spot to be
appointed to Western Australia so that he
may give decisions promptly aind get a back-
ground of local conditions.

As to Canberra dielays, let mec quote briefly,
this extract from a letter dated the 1.,t
September, 1947-

I have to thank you for your letter of the
14th August and for your successful efforts on
nir behalf.

Following on your interview wvith the Work-
cr.4' Homes Board, I received their preiasi
hnary Uliljproil, bmt unfortunately I :'m unable
to tae advantage of it its the Dliartment of
the Interior had to suibmit the wile of the
land to ('autwrra for approval before I could
be, issuedl with the title. This was originally
anthdpatesl to take two months, but three
nionths lhave no0w passed since say purelsase. it
st-ms a lou1g-wiade'd process to filise the
sale of a block valued by them at £20, hrit I
-have written the department with the request
thalt they endeavour to speedl up finalisation,
and trust it will not hie too long before I ea~
conmatence building.

There is another ease in connection with
Sub-Treasury controls to which I referredl
in my speech on tbe Address-ini-reply. As
some members may not have hpur1 -my re-
marks, I wvill repeat the substance of them.
An adminstrutor of an estate had included

in the assets nine blocks of land at Osborne
Park valued by the road board at 21 ito
in the assets nine blocks of land at Osborne
£27 per block. He applied for probate at
ain all-round figure of £20 a block, but
the Stamp Assessor raised the amount
to £25. Two of the blocks were sold at that
figure and Sub-Treasury approval was ob-
tained for the sale. The adinistrator at-
tempted to sell the remaiaing seven blocks
at £25, bat the Sub-Treasury then said it
would permit them to he sold at only £5 a
block. 1)ifferent representations were wade
-1 myself made some-hbut the Suil-
Treasury was adamant on the point.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Was that the State!

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON. No, the Federal
Sub-Treasury; it. stood firm by its v'alua-
tion of £5 per block. Competent outside
valuers still held that £25 was a fair valua-
tion, and the difficulty was finally resolved
by the State Housing Commission lflrellaM-
ing those blocks for £25 each, and that deal,
of course, was not -subject to Sub-Treasarn
control. Had that solution not presented
itself, there is no quest ion that thome people
would have been tile victims of a very marev(
injustice.

lIon. E. If. Gray: Whatt reasons did the
Federal Sub-Treasury give for that?

lUon. C. B. 'Williams: The man might not
hove scratched the other fellow's palmn. liv
honest about itl

lion. C. I1. SIMPSONX: Ia order to uli-
suit a claim for at price of £ 25, it would
he necessary to tender evidence of sale
values at thiat price round about the 1hl
February, 1042, which was the dead line,
date. Thlat 'oiilrl not be done. Actua?l v,
at that time, Japanese invasion thireatened.,
andl land probably could not he sold It all
or, if sold, was disposed of at any old priri'.

lion. C. B. 'Williams: That is not eorree t
as applying to the metropolitan area. No-
hotly got seared to that extent.

Hon. C, 1H. SIMPSON: I say it li
have happened because it was about thni
time. There have been properties iii tis
State which were valued by the Sub-Tren-
ur~y at one-third of the value coinjarcd with
Eastern States' properties of similar riro-
due-tivity returns. That is because land values
here were low, while in the East they were
high.
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H1on. C. B. Williams: The cost of living
is generally lower here.

Hlon. C. H. SIMPSON: Those are the
main reasons why I consider we should seize
this opportunity to protest against the con-.
tinuanee of these controls. I am quite satis-
fled that the State Government, if it has not
already the power, could pass a simple mea-
sure, which would enable it to secure the re-
quisite power and take over from the Com-
monwealth should those controls be chal-
lenged or discontinued. That is why I pro-
pose to vote against the second reading of
the Bill.

Onl motion by Hon. C. B. Williams, de-
bate adjourned.

BILI,-WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENJT.

Second Reading,

Orde r of the day read for the resumption
from the previous day of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tian .

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-STATE HOUSING ACT
AflN XUT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [6.13]:- I
intend to support the second reading, but I
wish to make a few observations on the
various clauses. I consider that it is un-
necessary to increase the strength of the
Commission from five to seven. Last session
we passed an amendment which -was not
agreed to by anotfier place, and personally
1 believe that the increase in the number
of inemlbers; will make the Commission a
little unwieldy. There is certainly safety in
nmnbers, and I should say that that is the
only reason to justify an increase in the
number. If this proposal is agreed to, I
hope the Government will select a woman
who has undertaken a good deal of honorary
social service work in the State. The Gov-
ernment could do worse than appoint one

of the women of the State Executive of the
A.L.P. By making such an appointment, the
Government would showv that it was taking a
very liberal point of view. We have a num-
her of women on that executive who are ia
every way. qualified to fill the position with
distinction.

If this is; not agrelcd to, I hope that a lady
will be selected who has done a great amount
of social service 'work. I aim certain that
such a person codld be selected from the
Women's Service Guild or from some similar
organisation, At any rate, she should be orne
who has earned the right to the appointment
by having rendered honorary service to the
community. As a matter of fact, I think it
would be a good idea to appoint a profes-
sional woman. There is a lady in Perth,
belonging to a firm of architects, who has
given ouitstanding service to the infant health
movement in this State. She has been of
assistance to practically all committees
throughout this State which have undertaken
building schemes, In the last 10 years, she
has given her services free in the prepara-
tion of plans for country commnittees and
has given advice without-eharge She would
make an ideal member of the Commission.

I am strongly opposed to the proposal to
increase the amount of advance from £1,250
to £1,500. Originally the workers' home.,

sceewas intended for men on wages and
no-one in this Chamber or anywvhere else eaui
submit a case to showx how a man onl wages
ran reasonably pay the cost of A £1,500
home, It is a mistake to increase the
amount. People on wages should reeive-
first consideration from the H~ousing Coui-
mission in the provision of homes. Others
on higher incomes could be reasonably ex-
pected to go to private enterprise or to bunks
for asisistance. The Workers,' Homes Act
wais passqed in the interests of wages ment
and was used for a nuniber of years wvith
that objct in view. If we increase the
amount from 01,250 to f1,500 we will piss
to a different grade altogether, and the ef-
forts of the Commission in this portion of
its activities will be diverted from the origi-
al intention of the legislation.

With regard to the agreement with local
authorities, I think that that ideal will lie
supported by every member. I would point
out, however, that the Town Planning Board
insists that where anl estate is subdivided,
before the subdivision is agreed to, the owner
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niust provide reasonable road facilities to
the blocks. I think -it iN a reasonable pro-
position for the Commision to pay at least
half the cost of an ordinary road-not an
elaborate bituminiseci road, but a reasonable
part of the cost of an ordinary road to blocks
of land in cases where the Commission has
taken up a large area of eouatry, compris-
iitg from 60 to 70 blocks.

Rion. J. A. Dimmritt: They do pay it. I
explained that lo the Uouse last week.

Hona. E. H. GRAY: ki is not provided in
the Bill.

l Ion. J. A. fliinnitt: They are ex gratia
payments.

beon. E. 11. GRAY: I think it should be
.done bV right.

flon. IL. Tuckey: If the Commission takes
the land, the owner does not construct the
road.

lion. E. H. GRAY: Then the Commis-
sion should pay towards the cost of eon-
s~truction.

Mon. S. A. Diminit; The Commission
pays half and the local authority pays the
other half.

lion. E. H_ GRAY: It is not provided for
in the Bill, and the Comiss-,ion need not
slake any payment unless it; wishes.

T'he PRESTDENT-: I suggest that this
idialogue mpight he adjourned.

lion. E. H. GRAY: We all realise the
tremendous problem facing the Commission
is the provision of houses. I want to offer
constructive criticism to the Commission
and the Minister, which I think would be of
talue. When I was Honorary M1inister I
had discussions with the Towa Planning
Commissioner as to the possibility of lift-
.ing the building bylaws in the metropolitan
area and releasing a large number or houses
for the use of the public. This is a very
touchy problem, but the housing position
has gradually worsened hecause of the
great number. of people who aire getting
married, so that more houseso are required
than ever before. The consequence is that
we shall have to look for other means of
providing accommodation, besides building
inew houses. In the metropolitan district
there are at least 1,000 housges that could
he made available for occupation if the
building bylaws were eased, especially with
regard to flats, and if pernimssio-n were given

to people to provide temporary flats
their homes.

Hon. L. B. Bolton. Why did not yi
Government do these things I

Hon. E. H1. GRAY: Because the probl
was not so acute then as it is today.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What, six moni
ago?7

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Every week the po
tion is getting worse. Mr. Fraser point
out that 630 families require houses
the Fremantle district and thousands
People are waiting for homes.

Ron. L. B. Bolton:- So they were tI
years ago.

Hon. G. Fraser: There was a wvar
two years ago.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: No there was no
Hon. E. H. GRAY; It is no use sayi

what should have been done in the pat
We have to dent wvith the present. I thi
that this is a way of providing housing
commodation for a lot of people. The
would be 'about 500- houses available in t
Perth road board district- 100 in Fn
mantle;, 50 in East Fremantle; 100 in C
tesloc, Claremont and Nedlands; 50
Subiaco; and 200 between$ Perth and Mi
land Junction.

Hon. J, A. Dimmitt: Where did you g
your figures?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am guessing, hi
ing mny judgment on personal experien
whben I was Hon orary Minister. We we
in trouble all the time! There are mai
people who have raised families and a
living( alone in big houses. There are mai
buildings in the metropolitan district, wi
five to seyen rooms. They would be Enc
30 to 50 years old and are well built. Tb-
will be standing when our present mnode
buildings are falling down, because thi
are good, solidly-built structures, The
houses could be eon vertod into fiats. Nor
;vho have no regard for home comforts
decent home conditions are quite prepar
to rent rooms at tremendous prices.

But the majority of decent people wi
have no families of their own will not ngr
to let rooms. They would agree to ere
temporary partitions; and mnost of the
houses have two entruances. For fi cxp'en
hire of £30 to £40 in each instance, I thut
that at least 1,000 houses in the localiti
I have mentioned could be made availali
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for 1,000 families. There are many people
who own these houses who would be quite
willing to reside with friends of a
similarly advanced age and make their
homes available for others to live in. The
only way this can be achieved is to call
local authorities together. It wlvl have to
be done carefully, if the Government de-
cides to try out the scheme.

We must suspend the 'building bylaws
with regard to flats and the Government
must issue by proclamation other bylaws
to cover every area wvith regard to altera-
tions to buildings and their conversion into
flats. I think it could be done under our
present 'Municipal Corporations Act and
Road Districts Act; but if not, there is
ample time, for the Government to intro-
duce the .necessary amending legislation to
make this possible. There are many young
people in the Old Country-bricklayers,
carpenters and plumbers-who cannot come
here because there is no accommodation for
them. fl receive letters from folk in the
Old Country. I had one last week from a
man I do not know. H1e is a young man
who was born in the same place as I was.
He heard about me and wrote to me. He
is a bricklayer with two children, and he
has been waiting for 12 months to come
out here hut cannot get anyone to nomin-
ate him. He needs a place in which [o live.
T made inquiries from the Migration
Department and w'as told thiat accommioda-
tion must be provided wvhich must be ap-
proved by our own department.

Hon. R. 11. Forrest: You should see Mr.
Colwell!1

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We want the men.
This is a method whereby 1,000 houses could
lie made available for people and whereby
the desperate situation of many folk could
be eased, We have to look after the children.
The crowded conditions under which child-
ren are living. must lead to an increase in
crime. They are not getting a fair deal.
Every child in Western Australia is entitled
to the samne treatment as others and the
same opportunity to live in decent, clean,
roomy conditions. I think the Commission
should restrict the size of houses being.
erected.

A stop should be put to the building of
five and six-roomed houses for the time
being, and inquiries should be made as to
the possibility of plans being prepared and

building permits given for two and three
rooms with piviin for the rest of. the
building to he added later on when the
housing position has eased. I know that
mistakes have boen mamde in the past through
People being allowed to build houses just
as they ivished, hut I would prefer to live
in at twvo-roomedl house with provision for
extension when manterials were available to
living in rooms with my wife and family
in dirty, confined, unhealthy conditions.

Hon. 0. Thaser: You do not remember
the mistake that was made in building tivo-
roomed hou~f, 40 years ago!

Hion. E. H. CRAY: The mistake that wa.4
nade then vna that in those two-roomed
houses the hack was built first.

Han. G. Fraser: There is still a back
and no front.

Hon. E. H. GR.AY:'If the front ig built,
the hack can lie added afterwards.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The farmers wvere
forced to (10 that.

Hon. E. Hi. flRAY: We must do some-
thing to ease the present position and I
hope the Government will examine this plan.
I know that the Town Planning Commis-
sioner wvas not in favour of it. He wvas too
frightened. '-14' saidL it was dangerous. In
North Perth p',id Mt. Lawley there arc many
houses that I feel certain people would
readily make available if they were allowed
to spend a few pounds for the purpose of
temporarily converting them into flats, We
have to do everything possible to ease the
present awful position of housing. Mention
has been made of the Melville camp and
other places. I have seen them and I con-
sider they arc to he preferred to the hun-
dreds of other places in which people are
living in the city and -suburbs. People
naturally want to live in their own houses,
but those living in the places mentioned by
Mr. Fraser are much worse off than people
living in these camnps. I hope the proposal
will be examined and a report obtained,
and the local authorities sounded out. If
the Government approaches the local auth-
orities I think the majority of them will
see the necessity of doing everything pos-
sible to ease the present position. I believe
they will agree to the proposal. I think
many elderlyv persons would be willing and
anxious to share their homes with other
people on the lilies I have suggest4d.
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lion. G. Fraser: You are an optimist I
Hon. E. HI. GRAY: The hon. member

might be surprised, to know the number of
people who have made applications to me
for help in getting their houses subdivided.
Throughout the metropolitan area the pre-
sent building bylaws provide that where a
house is subdividedl irito flats there shall be
separate bathroom and lavatory accommoda-
tion, which could not be provided under the
presgent condition of affairs. The paradox
is that a person can take as many people
us he likes into his house to live, but if he
divides it into flats, for the same number
of people, he must then provide separate
lavatory and bathroom accommnodation.
q'j11. bylaw I suggest would make it
possible for four'or five people to shre
the one bathroom and lavatory for the time
being. One finds, in many country hotels,
perhaps 20 or 30 guests, yet the maximum
bathroom, accommodation is seldom more
than two or three baths. Under those eon-
ilitions I think one lavatory and one bath-
room would be sufficient for an elderly
couple in one flat to share with a married
couple, with l)CrhtWS one child, in the other
flat. I support the second reading and trust
this proposal will receive attention from
the Government.

HON. 0. H. SIMPSON (Central) [8.33]:
Critivisms have been levelled at the sugges-
tion that a woman should be appointed to
the Commission. I think the Bill is a sound
measure and that the appointment of a
wroman to the Commission, as well as the

-appointment of an es-Serviceman, is a good
idea. It has been suggested that the prime
function of the Commission is production
-and T agree--but there are other asp)ects
of its work in which I believe a woman
(co1ld render useful servigce. The Commis-
sion must decide on a locality where houses
are to bulilt, andi a woman might have in
mind thle view obtainable from that locality.
She would require to he sure that it was
it well-drained area and suitable for garden-
ing.
S lon. C0. Fraser: Dlo you not think the
Commission could see to that?

lion. C. H. SIMPSON: Not always. A
woman would want to see that it was close to
a school and transport. The woman is the
one primarily concerned in the home. I
know of one place where at number of

houses were built in a low lying area. Some
of the land is entirely unsuitable and in one
ease the chimney is parting company from
the rest of the house. Had a woman had
anything to do with the selection of that
land I do not think that area would Nive
been chosen. I can imagine circumstances
under wvhich a board composed wholly of
men might simply say "Let us take this big
piece of ground and cheapen the cost by
constructing 30 houses in the one vicinity."

A woman, having a different point of
view, would probably suggest the selection
of two or three areas, which might be a little
more costly but wvould allow an improvement
in the amenities, and ultimately make the
prolperties of greater value. The question was
raised of the suitability of an es-Service-
man for appointment to the Commission.
Most of the houses now being built are for
ex-Servicemen. Mr. Fraser said that the
question might be raised of from what sec-
tion of the Services the appointee should
cone. I do not think the average ex-Serviec-
man would care two hoots about that. I
believe he would take the view that another
ex-Serviceman would have at sympathetic
understanding of his problems, and he would
be satisfied with that representation.

Hon. G. Fraser: They might like to have
a say about the appointment.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I think we can
leave it to the Commission to select a suit-
able nominee. As to the increase in the
maximum from £1,250 to £1,500, 1 think
that is a recognition of the fact that cost4
have risen and may be expected to rise still
further owing to the introduction of the 40-
hour week. I heard over the air this morn-
ing that in England the cost of houses has
risen by :30o per cent. Although £1,500 may
he the new maximum, there is no obligation
on the worker to select a house costing that
amount. He might 1)0 prepared to accept a
house costing less. I understand that the
square footage of the house depends upon
the number of persons who are to occupy
it, and the area has a great effect on the
cost. So mainy squares arc allowed for a
certain number of persons.

Hon. G. Fraser: The number of persons
to live in the house dloes not conie into it.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: That point was
raised when I was pursuing an inquiry for
one of my constituents. The Housing- Coi-
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mission said that the number of squares al-
lotted for that house was already sufficient.
A man with six children would want a
hirger house, which might cost £1,500.

lon. G. Fraser: And what chance would
hie have of paying for it?

lion. C. H. SIPSON: Often the older
members of the family contribute to the
fani ily exchequer. Such a man might be
better off and have better prospects of pay-
inz for his house thawr would a man who
did not have the same number of children.

lRon. G. Fraser: That might be so, when-
the children became adults, but that time
mig-ht be a long way off.

lion. C. H. SIM.%PSON: There has been
sonic criticism on the question of providing
road,,. Obviously, roads being necessary, a
local authority might not have sufficient
funds to build them, and the measure pro-
vide., that the Commission can advance
money for construetion of roads. I have
plea'ure in supporting the second reading-.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [8.40]: I
cannot agree with Mr. Simpson as to the
virtue of appointing a woman to the Corn-
mission. Although I will' not oppose the
move, I cannot see of what use she will be
(in the( Commission, as it is not a position
in which a woman can render any special
servite. There are already five members of
the Commission to look after the points
raised by 'Mr. Simpson.

lion. CG. Fraser: They should not be there,
if they cannot do that.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: I do not wish to
oppose the appointment of a woman to the
Commission, though I do not think she wilt
lie of any use there. 'Under Clause 4 it is
proposoed. to increase the number of members
of the Commission front five to seven. What
on varth for? Canl anyone tell me what is
the necessity of having seven members on
the' tkmmission, unless it is to make it un-
wie'll 3?

ion. C. TI1. Simpson: Is it not to be in-
cre~ased from seven to nine?

ion. C. P'. B3AXTER: No, from fire to
,;even. There is no necessity for a Commis
simn of that nature to he so large. Govern-
ments, both State and Comnion~vealth, have
g(InE niafi in the matter of appointing
bminls and commissions. Nowvadays every-
thimrz mlust halve a hoard or commission to

control it. This Commission of five is quite
large enough for sound and expeditious
working, and from may experience I think
that with seven members it will become un-
wieldy, I intend to place on the notice paper
an amendment to strike out paragraph (a)
of Clause 4, so as to leave the number of
members at five, I intend also to move an
amendment to paragraph (a) of Subsection
(2) of 'Section 9, which Jays down that
three members shalt be members of the Civil
Service. We have two very important offi-
cers on this Commission at present. One
of them is 'Mr. Reid, the Under Treasurer,
and surely he is already overburdened with
his own work, without having to devote time
to a Commission of this nature.

Hion, W. J. Mann: Surely his is already
a full time job!

lion. C. F. BAXTER: Of course it is,
and more particularly as he has so fre-
quently to visit the Eastern States. He has
no right to be on this or any other Commis-
sion. I have always objected strongly to
leading officers and executive heads being
placed on boards or commissions outside their,
own jurisdiction. Let them do their own
work instead of delegating it to others while
filling outside functions. The position of the
other officer to whom I have referred is also
difficult. He has to leave his own work to
attendl meetings of the Commission. His own
job should occupy his time for eight hours
or more a day and it is wrong that be should
have to attend meetings of the Commission.
I have mentioned what I intend to do when
the Bill reaches the Committee stage; that
is to strike out paragraph (a) of Clause 4
and leave the Commission with five members
and] also to amend Section 9 by striking out
the word "three" and inserting the word
"rone," which will mean one civil servant
only in order to free these important offi-
cers for their own wvork.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What about the other
man?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I will not dictate
to the Government as to whom it shall ap-
point to time Commission.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: WVhat about the other
civil servant who is already on the Com-
mission0

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: There must be one
civil servant on the Commission, but I do
not agree to the two men I have mentioned
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being on it. Those officials must be freed
and the Government should certainly see
that they arc released from these position&
As for the rest of the Bill, I am in accord
with the provisions and will support the
second reading, reserving to myself the right
at the Committee stage to move the amend-
ments I have indicated.

On motion by Ron. E. 11. Davies) debate
adjourned.

BILL--COMPANIES ACT
AMEND'MENT.

Second Reeding.

THE MINISTER rOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W,. Parker-MIetropolitani-Suiburbani)
[1.461 in moving the second reading said:

The Bill may appear to members to be
lengthy but it will not present any difli-
culties in dealing with it. The object is to
amend certain provisions of the parent Act
which was passed in 1943 but has never
been proclaimed. The amendments em-
bodied in the Bill provide for no radical
changes and if members, feel that they Would
desire further information than I propose
to give this evening, I shall endeavour to
comply with their wishes at the Committee
stage. I do not think it necessary to traverse
the history of the Companies Act, except to
say that in 1943 after a Royal Commission
had made extensive inquiries and various
bodies had been consulted, a rather formid-
able Bill was presented to Parliament and
in due coarse was placed on the statute-book.
In its, final form it edatained many schedules
and 400 odd section.

Since the Act was passed certain defects
and errors have been found as well as var-
ions anomalies. For instance, if members
Peruse Clause 3 they will see that it affects
Section 3 in which the court is described
as, the "Supreme Court." Obviously that
should be altered to refer also to a judge of
the Supreme Court or the Master of the
Supreme Court when acting for the court.
Then again, Clause 4 deals with three smal
amendments to Section 28 in regard to the
similarity of names. of companies. it was
found that the section did not go far enough.
Reference is made in it to the Registration
of Firms Act which, however, was repealed
and replaced by the Business Names Act. It

becomes necessary to insert the name of the
latter Act in pla5ce of the earlier Act.

Clause 5 will amend Section 56 and this
hias been requested by the Registrar of
Cbmpanies. That section, in Subsection
(1), requires at company when making an
allotment of shares, to submit certain informu-
ation to the Registrar of Companies within
onie month, At the same time in other parts
of t-he Act references to the same matter
deal with a period of dlays. The object of
the clause is to alter the month to 28 days
so that the Act will be consistent in that re-
gard. Section 150 is to be amended by
Clause 6 nid is necessary because the section
Provides that a comp~any must advise the
Registrar within 14 (lays. of the appointment
of it,. first directors and of any chang-e of
the directorate. As the Act dos not pro-
v-ide a time limnit in which an existing- com-
pany must file a list of its director.,. the
amendment in the clause sets out that this
shall be done within three months of the
commeceent of the Act.

Clause 7 affects Subsection (6) of Section
154 which prohibits any director from deal-
ing with his company. When that provi-
sion was. included in the Act, the position
regarding proprietary and co-operative
companies was overlooked. Directors of
such companies usually deal with the (-oi-
cerns in the ordinary, way, and as the Act
stands they would he liable to a penal4
Take the position regarding Co-operative
Bulk-handling Ltd. All the directors are
activc farmers, and if the ainendmenut in tI~w
Bill is not agreed to that wvill not be pos5-
sible, Then again, a man who belongs to a.
co-operative company and happens to lie a
director could not have any dealing,, witho
that company withouit neting in conflict with
the Act.

Clause B deals with Section 163 Which
sets out that every no-liability comnpany'
shall each year report to the Reg-istrar of
Companies certain particulars regarding
mortgages and charges, which are required
to he registeredi under the Act. This was a
drafting error as mortgages and charges of
no-liability companies are not required to hie,
registered under the Act. The lirovision is
therefore to he amended to refer to mort-
gages and charges, affecting the piciperty of
the company. Clause 9) reetifles a po'.itiia
in respect of forfeited shares, and thi. spe-
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tion in this resIpect is to apply only) after
the comnmencemnent of the Act. Clause 10
p~rovides for ain amendment requiring
foreign c(llmpanlies to advertise Particulars
regarding the situation of their offices and
fihe hours of business.

Clause 11 recasts Section 331 which also
deal., with foreign companies. Subsection
(2) of that section has been queried by
the legal authority with respect to the riit
Io collect fees and that has involved the'
amendment seot out in the Bill which rectifies
this and other deficiencies that have been dis-
covered regarding the change of agents, etc.,
evidence of which is necessary in all legal
proceedings. Clause 12 makes provision for
foreign companies to advisc the Registrar of'
any alteration of their names and capital.
A clerical error has been discovered in Section
337 which provides that a foreign company
voluntarily easinig business in the State
.shall give at least three months' notice of
its intention to wind up its activities and
to give notice of such intention in three con-
secutive numbers of the "Government
Gazette" and in one daily newspaper. Mem-
bers will see tlint anl obvinuis error crept in
there aind the amendment in the Bill pro-
vides for Ihe advertisement to appear ini
three (-onspctive issues of at daily newspaper
,rru in the ''Government Gazette" as well.

Section 34 providles that registers of local
shiareholders, of any foreign company shall
he kept at the company's local office. As at
lhl-~Qnt drafted, it is applicable only to corn-
panics registering after the Act comes into
force and so the amendment embodied in
Clause 14 will cause to be included those
colinies; already registered tinder the re-
pealed Act. Section 347 also provides that
foreign companies in this State shall keep
a reg- ister of all shareholders who may apply
to lhe included therein. As the laws of some
countries do not permit the keeping of such
a register, the Bill proposes that the re-
gister shall include the names of Western
Australian residents and of shareholders re-
,ideal iii other States and countries where
the lawv is not repugnant to their inclusion.

lHon. L. B. Bolton: That will be an ex-
pei'5ve matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think so.

Hon 1.L. B. Bolton: I think that clause
should be amended.

Thle MINXISTER FOR MINES: When we
deal with the Bill in Committee, I may be
able to give the hon. member further in,
formation. Clause 15 cor-ects an error in

* Section 356 which states that the Registrar
of Companies shall be advised of any 'court
order amending the local register of share-
holders of any foreign company required by
the Act to send in a list of its members. This
is aimother obvious error as the Act does not
require a foreign company to send[ a list
of its members to the Registrar, as such a
company may have thousands of share-
holders in other countries. The amendment
in the clause will rectify the incorrect word-
ing and make the Provision applicable to
foreign companies registered under the Act.
Section 359 is considered by the Registrar
and legal authorities to be unworkable in its
present form. Clause 16 adjusts the position
aInd makes it clear so that no difficulty should
bie experienced in the future regarding the
Issue of new shares or debentures.

Clause 17 inserts a new subsection in Sec-
tion 864 to provide that the cost of any
audit ordered by the Registrar shall be fixed
In' the Regixta r anrd paid from the fuinrds of~
tile coii can oncerne d. Clause 19I corrects
al11 error- ill Section 374, whielchaIciror e
thle evenlts IIra t maliy terminate the ;eajistra_
tion of anl authorised shnireb'okve,. clause

90 corrects a small clerical eri-or thtat crept
into Section :387 and Clause 21 remove., from
the Act an, author-ity, given to the Artor.1ev
general thait cannot be carried out. Sub-_
section (5) of Section 404 states that if it
is impossible for any company to appoint
as auitor or liquidator a l)C150n registerced
under the Act to carry out such, duties,, then
(lie Attorney General may, onl the report or
the Registrari, a ppoint anl unregis teredi per-
son.

Such alm appointment may be lnceea ry in
.1 district wherec no aud ito1' or liq iiida toe
registered under the Act is a vailable. The
amendment Proposes to remove time authority
of the Attorney General to appoint an unl-
registem-ed liquidator. Under Section 184,
which deals with liquidators, an unregistered
liquidator may be appointed only by thd
court, and the Attorney General ];as, there-
fore, no power in that regard. Apart from
some minor provisions, those I have outlined
are the more important amendments in the
Bill and I feel sure that holl. members, if they
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Compilare the clauises with the sections of the QUESTIONS.
Act which they affect, will find nothing toi
cavil at in tinly shape or form. The amend-
input, have been suggested by experts, pril-
4'ipalIly the Registrar of Compaiesi, the Ii-
'.tituite of Accountants and the legal fra-
ternity. I move-

Tleat the Bill lie now read I s~econd timue..

(Ii motion bly lion. C. G1. Latham, debate
ad1j ourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (lon. H.
S. W. Parker- 'Metropolitan-Suburban)
I move-

'l'at the' 11tout it its rising adjourn till
T1uesdlay tlei 28th October.

Question put and~ p~assedl.

flut, adjourned at 8.58 p.m.

* Wednesday, 22nd October, 1047.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
liin. and read prayers.

PRlESTON RIVER.

As . te, 1casvures to 0 terra ni Flooding.

Mit,. MURRAY (on notice) asked the Min-
i~ter for Works:

li view of statements to deputation re-
gurlinig lPreston River flooding, will he in-
form thle House -

(1) Is it intended to construct levees
fromi siltag-e reclaimied from riverbed?

(2) Will hie ensure that heavy clay ob-
struction (at point -known as Johnston's
Bridge) Will be removed to a satisfactory
depth?

(3) W~hat type of "da-ie is pro-
posged for carrying out this workt

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The levee banks wvill be constructed

of material obtained from other sources.
Silt removiA from the river, where suit-
able, will also be utilised.

(2) A report wilt be obtained.
(3) Dependent on No. (2).

NORTHAM HIGH1 SCHOOL.
As to Opening of Domestic Science Centre.

lHon. A. R-. G1, HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Education:

(1) What are the causes responsible for
the delay in opening the , new domestic
science Centre at the Northam High SchoolI

(2) When is the Centre likely to be
opened'~

The MT71NISTER replied:
(1) Delay is entirely due to shortage of

materials aind labour in the provision of
furnishings and furniture.

(2) It ig proposed to open the Centre oil

or about the 25th November.

SILIC'OSIS IN 'MINERS.

As to Aluminium Therapy Treatment.

Mr. SMITH (on notie) asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for 1oflnes:

(1) What progress has been made in the
ilatter of installing apparatus for adminis-
ievii alvninniu therapy in the gold min-
int- industry!

(2) Ts there ally truth in the allegation
that an approach has been made byv the
(lotv4'rn mciii to the Mine, Workers ' 1helipf


